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Call for paper 
From femininity to femininities. 

“Rehearsal” for an intersectional gender paradigm 
 
INTRODUCTION 
During the 21st century, the concept of femininity has undergone a profound re-examination that has 
called into question its essentialist and universalist assumptions. Until a few decades ago, femininity 
was articulated within a normative paradigm that defined its boundaries and attributes—predisposition 
to care, inclination towards education, emotional subjugation and affective responsibility—but today, 
these categories appear increasingly inadequate to describe the plurality of experiences embodied by 
feminised subjects. The shift from the singular to the plural, from ‘femininity’ to ‘femininities’, reflects a 
process of multiplication and differentiation that affects both cultural representations and material 
gender practices in a context marked by globalisation, digitalisation, transnational migration and the 
reconfiguration of care work. 
The epistemological foundations of the aforementioned transition can be traced back to a broad 
theoretical genealogy ranging from Simone de Beauvoir’s existentialist critique to Judith Butler’s 
performativity of gender, via queer, transfeminist and postcolonial studies. Beauvoir deconstructed the 
supposed naturalness of the female condition, pointing to differential socialisation as the process 
through which subjects ‘become’ women. Butler radicalised this approach by showing how gender is a 
repeated effect of discursive and bodily practices, never exempt from the possibility of deviation and re-
signification. This theoretical framework paves the way for an understanding of femininities as situated 
performative processes, not as stable essences or characteristics predetermined by biological 
differences. 
The intersectional perspective, introduced by Kimberlé Crenshaw and developed by scholars such as 
Patricia Hill Collins, Sirma Bilge and Ange-Marie Hancock, has further complicated the picture by 
highlighting how gender, race, class, sexuality, age, ability and geopolitical location operate 
simultaneously in the production of identities. From this perspective, femininities cannot be treated as 
a homogeneous category: They are positional, differently accessible and marked by often invisible 
power relations. The notion of a ‘matrix of dominations’ proposed by Hill Collins is particularly useful for 
describing how femininities emerge at the intersection of systems of oppression and privilege, 
producing experiences that cannot be reduced to traditional Eurocentric and bourgeois readings of the 
female condition. 
The role of care—historically one of the cornerstones of the normative definition of femininity—
represents a central analytical node. Feminist theories of care, from Joan Tronto’s to Eva Kittay’s, have 
emphasised that care is a fundamental social practice, not an innate trait of women. More recent 
developments, especially since the COVID-19 pandemic, have highlighted how care represents an 
essential infrastructure of social reproduction and how its feminisation has systemic effects on 
inequality. Care is now subject to a dual tension: On the one hand, it is valued as a relational and 
democratic practice; on the other, it is subject to processes of outsourcing, commodification and 
precariousness that continue to weigh predominantly on women, particularly migrant and racialised 
women. The pluralisation of femininity, therefore, also implies a redefinition of care—from a female 
destiny to a shared social competence—with direct implications for emerging forms of masculinity. 
At the same time, the transformation of educational institutions and socialisation processes has 
contributed to the multiplication of identity possibilities. Contemporary research in gender and 
childhood studies shows how the transmission of gender roles is now marked by discontinuity, micro-
resistance and multiple and often contradictory role models. Young people’s subjectivities move within 
a symbolic ecosystem that includes diverse families, schools that are more sensitive to gender issues, 
global media and digital spaces that produce and reproduce multiple representations of femininity. 
Girls, adolescents and young women are thus confronted with fluid identity models, including female 
leadership, agency in the digital world, Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) 
skills, queer aesthetics and bodily experiments that do not conform to heteronormative standards. 
However, innovative female repertoires are sometimes disconnected from a shared political memory or 
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in a reflective relationship with the feminist struggles and achievements that made them possible. 
Individualised or fragmented forms of agency are multiplying, which do not always aim at a collective 
transformation of gender power structures. 
Work represents a decisive field for the reconfiguration of femininity. The growing participation of 
women in historically male-dominated professional sectors—particularly STEM, politics and 
technological entrepreneurship—challenges the traditional link between femininity and care. However, 
this transformation is not proceeding in a linear fashion: Structural forms of vertical and horizontal 
segregation remain, as do the so-called maternal wall, the penalisation of mothers in the labour market 
and the increasing precariousness of feminised professions (care, education and relational services). 
Contemporary professional femininity thus takes the form of a hybrid field, where agency, digital skills 
and leadership are intertwined with daily practices of resistance to micro-aggressions, stereotypes and 
implicitly gendered assessments of competence. 
Other relevant fields, even more recent ones, highlight the foregoing transformations. Among others, 
digitalisation represents a privileged space for redefining femininity. Social media constitutes a 
performative device in which subjects produce representations of themselves, negotiate affiliations and 
aspirations, resist norms or reiterate them. The aesthetics of the body circulating today—from body 
positivity to clean-girl aesthetics, from e-girl cultures to trans and non-binary aesthetics—show a 
proliferation of models that challenge traditional dichotomies. However, this multiplication takes place 
within platforms governed by algorithmic logics that reproduce biases and hierarchies, making digital 
femininities a place of relative freedom but also of subtle discipline. Recent studies show how women’s 
digital visibility is shaped by implicit parameters of desirability that favour normative bodies, ‘racialised’ 
according to Western aesthetics and sexualised according to commercial codes. 
Particularly fraught with situational implications within the aforementioned framework are migrant and 
diasporic femininities. Migrant women are often placed at the intersection of multiple forms of 
vulnerability, but they also have remarkable capacities for adaptation and social innovation. 
Transnational research shows how their femininity emerges from the simultaneous negotiation of 
different cultural norms, processes of racialisation, unstable economic conditions and cross-border 
care practices that redefine family roles and community belonging. They represent a paradigmatic 
example of how femininity is—today more than ever—a process in motion, defined by migratory 
trajectories, institutional interactions and border policies. 
In the foregoing context, we see the emergence of new relational postures, no longer exclusively 
associated with women but progressively internalised by subjects of different genders. Studies on non-
hegemonic and care-oriented masculinities show how many men are incorporating historically 
feminised relational practices, such as emotional availability, listening, cooperation and rejection of 
symbolic violence, contributing to a structural weakening of the feminine−masculine dichotomy. Such 
attitudes not only transform affective and family dynamics but also produce new forms of male 
subjectivity capable of inhabiting vulnerability without perceiving it as a threat. 
There is thus a need to analyse the following new and emerging 'relational postures' that transform the 
perspective of the 'social edifice', along with their foundations: 
a. The posture of shared care, which breaks the traditional association between femininity and 

emotional responsibility 
b. The reflective posture, linked to the recognition of one’s own intersectional positioning and the ability 

to rework it in relationships 
c. The non-hegemonic stance, practised mainly by men who reject the virilist paradigm and adopt 

cooperative forms of relationship 
d. Pluralistic posture, which allows individuals to integrate multiple identities without reducing them to 

fixed hierarchies 
e. The non-normative affective stance, which opens up the possibility of queer, polyamorous 

relationships or relationships that diverge from heteronormative prescriptions 
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SPECIFIC RESEARCH TOPICS AND QUESTIONS 
Taken together, these postures indicate that the pluralisation of femininities is not merely a descriptive 
phenomenon but an epistemological and political change that redefines the very categories through 
which we interpret social relations. Femininity no longer appears as a quality but as a field of 
possibilities in which norms, identities and practices are continuously negotiated. Contemporary 
femininities therefore constitute a privileged lens for understanding the transformations of 
subjectivities in the late modern world, marked by precariousness, mobility, complexity and 
interdependence, made increasingly evident by phenomena of violence. 
In the context of the transformations that are pluralising contemporary femininities, the midterm 
conference ‘From Femininity to Femininities: Rehearsals for an Intersectional Gender Paradigm in the 
Relational Complexity of the 21st Century’ will pay particular attention to the pervasive role of violence 
as a dimension that cuts across different social spheres. Violence not only manifests itself in its most 
extreme forms but also operates as a set of material, symbolic and institutional practices that affect the 
ways in which femininities are formed, recognised/denied and renegotiated in everyday interactions. In 
many of the contexts referred to in the call—from emerging forms of care work to professional 
precariousness, from digital aesthetics to educational processes and from migratory mobility to 
emotional relationships—violence takes on specific configurations that shape possibilities, 
expectations, vulnerabilities and resources.  
It can take the form of the systematic devaluation of care work, the marginalisation of skills, sexist 
micro-aggressions in educational and professional contexts, digital surveillance of bodies, racialised 
discrimination or normative pressures that rigidly define what is considered legitimate or desirable. 
Investigating femininities, therefore, also means questioning the visible and invisible forms of violence 
that permeate them—violence that does not consist in isolated incidents but in expressions of social 
and symbolic structures that shape gender relations.  
At the same time, the everyday practices through which different subjects resist, negotiate or transform 
these dynamics constitute a privileged observatory for understanding how femininities are being 
redefined in a relational, reflective and pluralistic sense. In particular, we invite scholars to submit 
contributions questioning intersectionality as a critical theory of society that would spark a dialogue 
among scholars of different generations to create a space for reflection, starting from the following 
specific, albeit not exhaustive, topics: 
- Genealogies and transformations of femininity 
- Violence as a transversal social device 
- Femininity and care work in the crisis of social reproduction 
- Education, socialisation and generational transitions 
- Digitality, bodies and algorithms 
- Feminised work, professions and leadership 
- Migrant, diasporic and transnational femininity 
- Intersectional research methodologies, positions and practices 
- Time, space and social relations in gender inequalities  
- Social bonds and women’s empowerment processes 
- Emerging masculinities and non-hegemonic relational postures 
 
 
Main references 
Ahmed, S. (2017). Living a Feminist Life. Duke University Press. 
Butler, J. (1990). Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity. Routledge. 
Connell, R. W. (1995). Masculinities. University of California Press. 
Crenshaw, K. (1995). Critical Race Theory: The Key Writings That Formed the Movement. The New Press. 
Fraser, N. (2013). Fortunes of Feminism: From State-Managed Capitalism to Neoliberal Crisis. Verso. 
Haraway, D. (1991). Simians, Cyborgs, and Women. Routledge. 
Hill Collins, P. (2000). Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of 
Empowerment. Routledge. 
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Creative Call 
From femininity to femininities. 

Rehearsal for an intersectional gender paradigm 
 

On the occasion of the mid-term conference “From Femininity to Femininities: Rehearsals for an 
Intersectional Gender Paradigm”, we invite contributions that highlight the intertwining of processes of 
subjectivation and forms of violence, showing how they intervene in educational paths, professions, 
digital experiences, migratory trajectories and family and community dynamics. The study of violence 
as a social device will allow us to better understand the material and symbolic conditions that influence 
the emergence of new relational postures and the multiple configurations of femininity in the 21st 
century. 
 
The invitation is open to artists, performers, poets, photographers, activists, video makers, storytellers, 
architects, designers, researchers, sound designers and representatives of the cultural, creative and 
expressive sectors. The promotion of artistic languages will encourage the creation of a space for fertile 
cross-fertilisation and hybridisation between artistic practices, art activism and academic research. 
 
In particular, we invite to submit contributions questioning intersectionality as a critical theory of 
society that would spark a dialogue among scholars of different generations to create a space for 
reflection, starting from the following specific, albeit not exhaustive, topics: 
 
- Genealogies and transformations of femininity 
- Violence as a transversal social device 
- Femininity and care work in the crisis of social reproduction 
- Education, socialisation and generational transitions 
- Digitality, bodies and algorithms 
- Feminised work, professions and leadership 
- Migrant, diasporic and transnational femininity 
- Intersectional research methodologies, positions and practices 
- Time, space and social relations in gender inequalities  
- Social bonds and women’s empowerment processes 
- Emerging masculinities and non-hegemonic relational postures 
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Session 1 - Violence as a pervasive social phenomenon 1 

 

Researching intersectionality: positionings, ruptures, and tensions in a study on gender-based 
violence facilitated by digital technologies 

Chiara Gius, University of Bologna 
Angela M. Toffanin, CNR-IRPPS 

Keywords: Intersectionality; research practices; cyber gender-based violence; public policies; 
violence 

This contribution proposes a reflection on intersectionality as a theoretical paradigm and as a situated 
research practice, starting from an empirical project that resulted in the volume Genere e cyberviolenza. 
Media, politiche e narrazioni giovanili (Carocci, 2026). The research investigates gender-based violence 
enacted and facilitated through digital technologies as a socio-technical and structural phenomenon, 
situated within the continuum of gender-based violence and shaped by multiple inequalities. 

Taking intersectionality as analytical lens, the paper examines how this perspective was concretely 
operationalized in the research design, in the construction of research tools, in the selection of 
reference populations, and in the interpretation of the data. In particular, the reflection focuses on the 
tensions that emerged between the adoption of a women-oriented approach, necessary for engaging 
with existing public policies, services, and institutional mechanisms, and the need not to reproduce a 
binary, heteronormative, and essentializing view of experiences of digital violence. 

Through examples drawn from the empirical work, particularly from the results of focus groups 
conducted with 105 young people aged between 13 and 22, from the analysis of normative frameworks, 
and from a corpus of 18 interviews carried out with experts and activists, the paper illuminates how 
gender, age, sexuality, social positioning, and relationships with technology intersect in producing 
differentiated forms of digital vulnerability. At the same time, it will discuss how these intersections also 
shape conditions of agency, as well as diverse practices of response and resistance. The paper also 
questions the limits and tensions of the intersectional approach when it encounters methodological, 
institutional, and discursive constraints that tend to simplify the complexity of lived experiences. 

The proposed reflection shows how intersectionality, far from being a simple epistemological 
requirement, demands ongoing work of positioning, negotiation, and self-critique within the research 
process. From this perspective, technology-facilitated gender-based violence becomes a privileged site 
of observation, allowing researchers to interrogate not only contemporary transformations in forms of 
violence but also the conditions under which sociological knowledge is produced and the political 
responsibilities of research. 

The contribution therefore aims to open a space for discussion on intersectional research practices, 
bringing empirical findings into dialogue with methodological reflection and showing how the 
pluralization of femininities necessarily entails a pluralization of perspectives, categories, and 
epistemic tools. 
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The practitioner in programmes for perpetrators of violence: navigating gender between treatment 
and policy 

 
Caterina Peroni, CNR-IRPPS  
Elena Scarcella, Progetto “Prima che sia tardi” 

 
Keywords: Gender-based violence; Perpetrators programmes; Female practitioners; Gender 
 

In the wider context of combatting gender-based violence, programmes for perpetrators have become 
a central part of prevention efforts, both internationally and, more recently, nationally. International 
standards recommend that treatment groups for perpetrators of violence be led by both a female and 
a male facilitator. This gender composition helps represent an egalitarian relationship between men 
and women and deconstructs the gender stereotypes internalised by perpetrators. This supports the 
behavioural and attitudinal change of men. The presence of women as facilitators can particularly help 
participants recognise their (former) partner’s perspective and understand the impact of their abusive 
behaviour, increasing empathy towards victims and strengthening accountability processes. Thus, 
gender plays a central role in treatment programmes, not only from a theoretical and design standpoint, 
but also from a relational and performative perspective, challenging sexist representations by placing 
women in positions of authority and influence relative to clients, as well as on an equal footing with 
facilitators.  

In this paper, we present the results of four studies conducted over the past five years on Italian 
programmes (CUAV) involving both programme staff and perpetrators of violence at the conclusion of 
their treatment. The focus is on the gender dimension as both structure and performance within the 
interventions. The interviews reveal various ways in which programme operators 'perform gender' within 
the groups. This is linked to their different levels of understanding, interpretation and perception of 
gender in the interventions. While this is often performed in emancipatory terms for strategic and 
pedagogical reasons, in other cases it takes on a different significance depending on the specific 
phases and themes addressed in the programme. In some cases, it is even irrelevant to the treatment 
methodology adopted. Programmes that do not adopt a gender-based approach risk reproducing and 
reinforcing traditional gender paradigms. At a second level of analysis, gender and the facilitators’ 
positioning is a site of self-reflection regarding both work with the perpetrators and their own role within 
the team. Finally, the third level of analysis concerns the perpetrators' perception of the facilitators' 
leadership in the groups after completing the treatment programmes: for those who have participated 
in programs that do not adopt a gender-based approach, the role of a female practitioner is viewed 
solely as interchangeable with that of a male practitioner; whereas for men who have completed pro-
feminist training programs, this has posed a genuine challenge not only in terms of deconstructing their 
own sexist beliefs, but also in terms of (re)constructing a masculine subjectivity that is critical of 
patriarchy.  
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Intersectionality, ageism, and secondary victimization: different femininities in journalistic 
narratives of male violence against women  

 
Flaminia Saccà, Sapienza University of Rome  
Maddalena Carbonari, Sapienza University of Rome 

 

Keywords: male violence against women; social representation; care work  

 

Male violence against women is a structural and pervasive phenomenon in contemporary societies and 
represents a social mechanism through which women are maintained in a position of subordination to 
men (Istanbul Convention, 2011). Worldwide, approximately one in three women has experienced at 
least one form of physical and/or sexual violence (WHO, 2023; ISTAT, 2025). Recently, the WHO (2024) 
has highlighted how older women and/or women with disabilities are particularly at risk of experiencing 
abuse, although their condition remains largely underrepresented both in official statistics and in the 
social construction of the phenomenon. With regard to the latter, the media plays a central role. 
However, as the literature on the topic shows, media tends to convey partial and distorted 
representations in which violence is normalized, relegated to the individual sphere, and the roles of 
victim and offender are not always clearly identified (Gius & Lalli, 2014; Hewa, 2021; Lalli, 2021; Saccà, 
2021, 2024).  

In light of this, the paper proposes an interpretation of the social representation of male violence 
against elderly, sick, or disabled women using the STEP Observatory database (over 40,000 articles), 
starting from a qualitative and quantitative analysis of all articles published on the matter between 2020 
and 2025 in the main Italian daily newspapers.  

Findings show that these narratives are characterized by stereotypes that place woman's illness or 
advanced age at the center of the story. The narrative distortions identified highlight how the role of 
caregiving is still a central element in the social construction of femininity and gender roles. These 
stereotypes produce asymmetries and inequalities: when the caregiver who commits violence is a man, 
the violence tends to be justified and framed as socially more ‘acceptable’.  

The crime is often portrayed as a family tragedy, linked to the man's despair and his inability to cope 
with care work (traditionally ascribed to feminine roles) and, for this reason, somehow understandable 
and deserving of compassion. Even when it comes to the most extreme form of violence, it tends to be 
framed as an altruistic act aimed at ‘ending’ the suffering of the elderly and/or sick woman, configuring 
what we define as ‘altruistic femicide’.  

This process leads to a broader de-responsabilization of the offender, through the use of exonerating 
narratives of Himpathy (Manne, 2018, 2020), whereby there is a tendency to empathize with the man, 
who is portrayed as a fragile, overwhelmed individual (‘a man inert and destroyed by grief for his loss 
and prostration due to the situation that had arisen because of his wife's terrible illness’, 16/01/2021) 
and, therefore, deserving of compassion both socially and legally. The focus is on the man's suffering, 
while the victim is represented mainly through the lens of illness, which becomes the “motive” for the 
violence and activates mechanisms of victim blaming.  
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Representations of “Ideal Victim” as a Device of Symbolic Violence? Insights from researches on 
gender-based violence and the reproduction of social order 
 

Angela M. Toffanin, CNR-IRPPS 

Keywords: models of femininity, stereotypes, symbolic violence, ideal victim, anti-violence policies 
and interventions 
 
The persistence of the “ideal victim” archetype (Christie, 1986) has several effects within public 
debates, institutional practices, and policy interventions addressing gender-based violence. This 
archetype refers to a stereotypical model of womanhood: heterosexual, adult, able-bodied, often 
mother, vulnerable, and incapable of defending herself, morally irreproachable in every aspect of her 
behavior—from consumption, to sexuality, to caregiving - and in all interactions, whether in physical or 
digital spaces (Capecchi & Ruspini, 2009; Ferguson, 2022).  
 
The ideal victim archetype operates as normative template that shapes recognition of violence and 
access to protection: the expectations embedded within law enforcement responses, judicial 
proceedings, and media narratives, delineate a “regime of authenticity” that condition the credibility of 
women seeking help to getting out from violence (e.g., Morgan, 2005; Bertolo, 2011; Randal, 2011; 
Barlow & Walklate, 2025; Goodmark, 2023; Nancarrow et al., 2020; Reeves, 2023). 
 
Drawing on scholarship that investigates institutional pathways out of violence, this proposal argues 
that the ideal victim model functions as a device of implicit conditionality: individuals whose 
performances of gender, sexuality, or respectability deviate from normative expectations are more 
likely to be disbelieved or excluded from support-services, especially when they belong to groups 
marginalized by sexism, homophobic or transphobic discrimination, racism, ageism, or ableism 
(Villalón, 2010; Bimbi, 2014; Toffanin, 2015). Prior research on women who use violence in response to 
violence further illustrates how these normative frameworks shape classification and access to 
support system and criminal justice (from Browne, 1987, to Sardena, Iula, 2025). 
 
The paper conceptualizes the universality of the ideal victim as a manifestation of symbolic violence 
(Bourdieu, 1998), contributing to the reproduction of social hierarchies. Indeed, it obscures the plurality 
of needs, desires, and experiences among those exposed to gender-based violence, and at the same 
time it results in additional victimization (Pedersen, 2009). By reinforcing distinctions between those 
deemed deserving of assistance and those who are not, the ideal-victim trope acts as a barrier to 
epistemological and political change in gender-based violence interventions. The analysis thus 
underscores the urgency of adopting intersectional perspectives (Carby, 1983; Carbin & Edenheim, 
2013; Collins, 2015; 2022; Lutz, 2016; Rebughini, 2022; Yuval Davis, 2006) to prevent the production of 
knowledge and practices that inadvertently reinforce inequality.  
 
Empirically, the article draws on findings from two recently completed research projects: a 2022 PRIN 
study on gendered cyberviolence and a qualitative investigation into the exit pathways of migrant 
women experiencing violence. The discussion highlights how the ideal victim model operates across 
both digital and offline contexts, shaping institutional responses and perpetuating entrenched power 
relations.  
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When sexual offending disrupts the gender order. Socio-legal constructions of female juvenile 
sexual offending in Italian juvenile social work practice  
 
Maria Urso, University of Palermo, maria.urso01@unipa.it  
Riccardo Caldarera, University of Palermo, riccardo.caldarera@unipa.it  
 
Keywords: Femininity; Juvenile Sex Offender; Gender; USSM  
 
This paper examines the Juvenile Sex Offender (JSO) not as a self-evident label attached to a young 
person who has committed a sexual offence, but as a socio-legally produced subject position (Berger, 
Luckmann, 1997). Within an interpretivist epistemological framework, we explore how femininities and 
gendered expectations shape the ways in which sexual offending in adolescence is identified, coded, 
and made actionable by the institutional actors responsible for its management. Drawing on social 
constructionist approaches to deviance, we argue that the transition from sexually abusive conduct to 
the status of “JSO” is not determined solely by the offence itself. Rather, it emerges through the 
activation of legal mechanisms, organizational routines, and discursive repertoires that progressively 
turn sexual offending into an ordering principle of the subject’s identity. In this process, the gender order 
functions as an implicit normative standard (Connell, 1996; Gavey, 2005) that orients institutional 
attention and classification, rendering some case configurations legible and expected while marking 
others as anomalous and disruptive – thereby contributing to the social production of deviance as 
intelligible and open to intervention.  
 
Empirically, the study is based on research conducted between November 2023 and June 2025 at the 
Palermo Office of Social Services for Minors (Ufficio di Servizio Sociale per i Minorenni, USSM), 
specifically within the EOS group (Équipe Oltre il Silenzio), a specialized unit responsible for working 
with minors who have committed sexual offences (Di Vita, Salierno, 2013). The dataset includes 23 
judicial case files – focusing on 99 social work reports – and 11 semi-structured interviews with team 
members. The analysis shows that gender becomes particularly salient in cases that disrupt the 
heterosexual script and normative gender expectations, most notably when the offender is female.  
 
Findings indicate that female sexual offending is frequently represented as “unexpectedly” violent 
because it clashes with widely shared (including institutional) assumptions that link femininity to 
empathy, modesty, and care. In practitioners’ accounts, such cases are often read less as one possible 
manifestation of juvenile deviance and more as a symbolic breach of the gender order. The offence thus 
violates not only legal norms but also the interpretive categories through which practitioners make 
sense of “female” behaviour. As a consequence, explanatory accounts tend to recode the violence 
through symbolic repertoires of deviant and masculinized femininity, drawing on broader cultural 
associations between masculinity and violence to render female-perpetrated sexual violence 
comprehensible. Overall, the paper analyses how the USSM operates as an interpretive arena that 
socio-legally genders sexual offending when the offender is female, making violent conduct knowable, 
explainable, and actionable. 
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Session 2 - Violence as a pervasive social phenomenon 2 
 

Intersectional femininities and hostile cities. A participatory study of Bari 
 
Francesca Araldo, University of Bari, f.araldo1@phd.uniba.it 
 
Keywords: hostile cities, public space, urban regeneration, marginalisation, intersectional 
methodology 
 
The proposed contribution is part of ongoing doctoral research and is divided into progressive phases 
of analysis, field research and participatory feedback. The research investigates how plural femininities 
and marginalised and oppressed subjectivities traverse urban spaces today and how these spaces, in 
their material and symbolic configurations, contribute to fuelling limitations, vulnerabilities and 
possibilities for resistance. 
 
This study is part of the field of gender urbanism. The literature in this field demonstrates that cities have 
historically been designed from a male perspective, neglecting the specific needs and experiences of 
women and other marginalised groups. The analysis also aligns with Lefebvre's and Harvey's theories 
on the crisis of contemporary cities, where capitalist development models make living difficult whilst 
cities remain hubs of social and economic life from which one cannot escape. This lack of inclusivity 
makes urban spaces hostile and exclusive, exacerbating social inequalities and access issues. Designs 
that assume a dominant subjectivity as the 'universal user' reinforce hierarchies and distance cities 
from becoming truly inclusive places. Not being considered, seen or contemplated in the design of 
public spaces constitutes an everyday form of violence, acting as a constant reminder of inequality.  
 
Complexity increases when an intersectional perspective is adopted: disadvantaged groups are not 
homogeneous, and inclusive architectural devices may be insufficient or selective. A lack of physical, 
symbolic and relational accessibility thus institutionalises segregation and highlights hostile urban 
boundaries. This contribution presents a case study of Bari, a city whose polycentric vocation remains 
unfulfilled, resulting in various forms of marginalisation. Following an initial phase of studying the urban 
fabric and space as permeable and traversable voids, with a focus on marginal areas, field research will 
continue with the collection of perceptions of those who feel marginalised by public space. The focus 
will not be limited to architectural barriers, but will also include the absence of services, signage, 
security, and recognition. This absence highlights the non-existence of certain individuals in the city. In 
a second phase, participation and dialogue will be used as tools for emancipation and social inclusion 
to build research processes that value plurality and promote equitable and democratic spaces. 
Participatory methodologies, community pedagogies and urban pedagogies will be employed; an 
intersectional methodology is considered essential, with interviews conducted in accessible language 
and taking into account any linguistic, physical or cognitive difficulties experienced by participants. The 
public space survey will be conducted through exploratory walks, workshops and interviews with the 
aim of producing a participatory city map. 
 
The documentation and analysis of practices tested in Bari's neighbourhoods aim to produce a 
participatory, permanent and inclusive urban regeneration model that can be adapted and adopted by 
other Italian cities. The objective is also to provide public administrations with operational tools and 
replicable criteria to promote inclusion, cohesion, and social justice in transitional urban contexts.  
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The non-consensual dissemination of intimate images such as digital gender violence: controlling 
femininity and resistance practices in online communities 
 
Jessica Bastianelli, Roma Tre University, jessica.bastianelli@uniroma3.it 
 
Keywords: nonconsensual dissemination of intimate images (NCII); digital gender-based violence; 
resistance practices; informal digital communities; analytical autoethnography 
 
Non-consensual dissemination of intimate images (NCII), often referred to as “Revenge porn”, is a form 
of gender-based violence mediated by digital technologies. Pioneering studies have analyzed the 
phenomenon starting from the contexts of violence production and their dynamics (Semenzin, 2020), 
providing an essential contribution to its understanding. 
 
The aim of the proposed report is to highlight some practices of female resistance that develop within 
informal digital communities. 
 
Methodologically, the research that will be presented has adopted analytical self-ethnography 
(Anderson, 2006), which combines insider positioning and conceptual rigor. The data are treated as 
discursive narratives of resistance, analyzed in their symbolic function. The use of activist materials is 
regulated by anonymization procedures and “ethical fabrication” (Markham, 2012). The analysis that 
will be returned is therefore based on a period that engaged the writer in a participant observation 
activity over a period between August 14, 2025, and August 31, 2025, within a women's network active 
in reporting NCII episodes and supporting victims. What was possible was the presence of forms of 
counter-surveillance and solidarity between former victims, potential victims, and participants in the 
informal digital community itself. This allows us to hypothesize —in agreement with hooks (1990) that 
together with spaces of oppression, unexpected forms of resistance are also created. 
The contribution, in addition to providing the results of participant observation, proposes a feminist 
reading of technologically mediated violence, highlighting the practices of resistance that produce 
critical awareness and forms of opposition to domination. 
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Femininities Under Occupation: Violence, Agency and Technological Mediation from Amira Hass’s 
Reportage to Social Media 
 
Juliana Bez Kroeger, Sapienza Università di Roma, juliana.bezkroeger@uniroma1.it 

 
Keywords: femininities, Palestine, violence, digital self-representation, intersectionality 
 
This paper proposes an intersectional analysis of female narratives produced in and about the 
Palestinian Territories, comparing Amira Hass’s testimonial journalism with the self-representational 
practices of Palestinian women on Instagram and TikTok in the contemporary context. Through this 
diachronic comparison, the study explores how violence, material, symbolic and institutional, operates 
as a dispositif capable of shaping situated femininities and generating different relational postures in 
writing, digital media and everyday practices of resistance. 

Hass’s work constitutes a unique archive of life under occupation. The Israeli journalist, who has lived 
in the Palestinian Territories since 1993, has developed a form of writing that privileges ordinary 
experience over official chronicle, making visible micro-practices of survival, relations of care, 
bureaucratic constraints, and forms of normalized violence. In Drinking the Sea at Gaza and Reporting 
from Ramallah, violence emerges as an infrastructure that shapes mobility, affectivity, gender roles and 
the possibilities of agency. Hass’s position, as a Jewish woman and daughter of Holocaust survivors 
who chooses to live among Palestinians, places her within a complex intersectional location that 
constantly interrogates the boundaries between observer, witness, and implicated subject. 

In the contemporary context, digital platforms make a new narrative ecology accessible. Palestinian 
women use Instagram and TikTok to document everyday life under siege: checkpoints, demolitions, 
power cuts, mourning, but also networks of solidarity, practices of care and forms of communal 
resilience. This transition marks a profound shift. From the external testimony of someone who chooses 
to live among Palestinians, the focus moves to the direct voices of women who narrate in the first 
person their embodied and affective experience of violence. 

However, these narratives emerge within platforms governed by algorithms that reproduce biases and 
hierarchies of visibility. Palestinian digital femininities thus take shape as sites of affirmation and, at the 
same time, of discipline. The visibility of their stories depends on parameters of desirability, normative 
aesthetics, risks of censorship and geopolitically oriented processes of surveillance. The digital 
dimension therefore becomes a field of negotiation between agency and vulnerability, between identity 
affirmation and the risk of silencing. 

The research addresses three main questions: what continuities and ruptures emerge between Hass’s 
writing of everyday life and the digital narratives of Palestinian women? In what ways does violence, 
understood as a transversal social dispositif, structure these femininities and their relational postures? 
How do algorithms shape what becomes narratable and visible, thereby contributing to the production 
of specific configurations of femininities under occupation? 

The paper is based on long-term research, including an in-depth analysis of Hass’s work, a field diary 
from the Palestinian Territories and an interview with the journalist, here brought into dialogue with 
digital materials collected in 2025. This comparison makes it possible to observe femininities not as 
fixed categories, but as plural, situated and shifting configurations marked by the entanglement of 
violence, technological mediation and everyday practices of resistance. 
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Digital Violence and Agency: Building Educational Spaces of Protection and Self-Determination 
for Femail Children and Adolescents Exposed to Sextortion, Cyberstalking, and Hate Speech  

Di Stefano Giovanna, Università di Enna “Kore”, giovanna.distefano@unikorestudent.it 
Emmanuele Stella Rita, Università di Enna “Kore”, stellarita.emmanuele@unikore.it 
Li Rosi Giuseppe, Università di Enna “Kore”, giuseppe.lirosi@unikorestudent.it 
Selleri Marta, Università di Enna “Kore”, marta.selleri@unikorestudent.it 
Vaccaro Lavinia Pia, Università di Enna “Kore”, laviniapia.vaccaro@unikorestudent.it  
 
Keywords: Violence as a Social Device; Digital Bodies; Algorithmic Violence; Subjectivation; 
Transformative Learning 

 

Contemporary forms of digital violence – including sextortion, cyberstalking, and hate speech – 
represent an increasingly pervasive device of control and disciplining of bodies, with profound effects 
on the processes of subjectivation of plural identities. Within a digital ecosystem characterized by 
hypervisibility, algorithms that amplify gender stereotypes, and opaque platform architectures, specific 
vulnerabilities emerge that intertwine bodily, emotional, and identity dimensions. Situated at the 
intersection of gender studies (Burgio, 2025), media education (Rivoltella, 2017), and critical pedagogy 
(Freire, 2022), this contribution investigates the ways in which such forms of violence operate, the 
logics of power that sustain them, and how they erode the agency of subjects in formation.  

Drawing on the literature on the topic (Menesini & Nocentini, 2015) and on recent reports concerning 
online safety and gender-based violence, the study employs the methodology of Reflexive Thematic 
Analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2013) on a selection of profiles on the platform Reddit, with the aim of 
reconstructing emerging configurations of digital violence and proposing an integrated pedagogical 
framework for prevention and empowerment. Specifically, the study analyzes content from 20 Reddit 
profiles, selected through a set of keywords related to experiences related to the way gender-based 
violence, in its complexity, is narrated.  

From a pedagogical perspective, the findings highlight the need to decolonize minds (Borghi, 2020) by 
problematizing online content and the power dynamics that traverse it. This requires the development 
of critical digital literacy and decolonial pedagogical practices oriented toward equity, epistemic 
justice, and democratic citizenship. Within this perspective, postcolonial, queer, and decolonial 
pedagogical knowledges offer essential theoretical and methodological tools to support reflection on 
violence and gender representations in online spaces.  

The contribution argues that a transformative pedagogical approach (Mezirow, 2016), sensitive to 
gender issues, represents an essential device for countering the normalization of online violence and 
for re-signifying the digital as a potential space of freedom, safety, and human development (Haidt, 
2026). The paper concludes by outlining several implications for educational policies and for the 
training of teachers and education professionals who are called to intervene in a rapidly changing 
context.  
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Undoing the Myth of the ‘Perfect Victim’: Disrupting Gender Through the Lens of Transformative 
Justice  
 
Sofia Fiore, Università di Salerno, sofiore@unisa.it  
Nicoletta Guglielmelli, Università di Genova, nicolettaguglielmelli@edu.unige.it  
 
Keywords: Gender-based violence, Transformative justice, Abolitionist feminism  
 
Our talk aims to analyze, through the theoretical lens and situated practices of transformative justice, 
the processes of socialization to gender-based violence, questioning the construction of masculinity 
and femininity as educational and relational devices within the hetero-cis-patriarchal order. In this 
perspective, individual and collective accountability are taken as central tools for destabilizing not only 
hegemonic masculinities, but also the normative configurations of femininity that are made intelligible 
and produced within the hetero-cis-patriarchal paradigm (Guglielmelli, 2025).  
 
The analysis focuses on the effects, in terms of gender relations, of the semantic and political shift from 
a criminal, victim-centered, and punitive response to gender-based violence—which contributes to the 
construction of the figure of the “ideal victim” (Fiore, 2022) in the dominant narrative—towards a 
community-based, abolitionist, and transfeminist response. The latter aims to transform the power and 
domination relations that underlie gender-based violence, including questioning gender binarism and 
the hierarchies that support it.  
 
The contribution is part of a transfeminist, abolitionist, transformative, and queer materialist 
theoretical and political genealogy, inspired by the works of Davis (2003), Butler (1990), hooks (2000; 
2020), Ahmed (2006), Kaba (2021), and Kim (2020). 
 
Moving from the principles of abolitionist, decolonial, and intersectional feminism (Davis et al., 2023; 
Ricordeau, 2023), queer and feminist theorizations on gender and heterosexuality, and the 
conceptualization of harm as a relational and community phenomenon (Hunter, 2020), transformative 
justice is taken as a radical framework for addressing the systemic origins of gender-based violence 
and countering its naturalization and apparent inevitability.  
 
In this framework, the victim-perpetrator paradigm is criticized, as it tends to reduce femininity to a 
position of innocent passivity and, at the same time, to treat those who act violently as deviants, 
contributing to obscuring the structural dimension of patriarchal male violence. Criticizing the victim 
paradigm does not imply denying the presence or pervasiveness of gender-based violence but allows 
us to highlight its systemic and widespread nature and shift the focus from the binary logic of acquittal 
and condemnation to that of responsibility. In this perspective, femininities emerge as situated and 
plural positions, traversed by race, class, sexuality, and ability, and actively involved in the processes 
of reproduction, negotiation, and transformation of violence.  
 
The contribution integrates theoretical reflection with the authors' two empirical research paths: on the 
one hand, an investigation into the construction of masculinity and the processes of socialization to 
violence; on the other, an analysis of the transformative justice practices developed to address gender-
based violence in the European French-speaking context. From this perspective, the work is configured 
as a space for reworking femininity and masculinity outside of hetero-cis-patriarchal and punitive 
logics, the questioning of which emerges as a necessary horizon for a radical transformation of the 
social, material, and relational conditions that make gender-based violence possible.  
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Session 3 - Digital technology, bodies and algorithms 
 

 

Beyond (Not Only) Code: Gender, Power, and Myth in the Matrix Saga  
 
Pietro Ammaturo, eCampus University, pietro.ammaturo@outlook.it  
 
Keywords: fluidity, imaginary, transcorporeality, simulacrum, transmedia  

Since its debut in 1999, the Matrix saga has provided fertile ground for theoretical analyses focused on 
the representation of gender, corporeality, and power. This contribution aims to investigate the 
structurally and narratively decisive role of female figures, with particular attention to the character of 
Trinity, within a saga that, while belonging to the tradition of Hollywood action and science-fiction 
cinema, subverts many of its symbolic and narrative conventions.  

The intention is to explore the Matrix saga as a privileged device for analyzing female and queer agency 
within postmodern cyber cinema, broadening the theoretical framework through the tools of the 
philosophy of difference (Deleuze), simulacrum theory (Baudrillard), and the analysis of dispositifs of 
power (Foucault). Contrary to the canonical pattern of Western heroic narrative—dominated by the 
“prince savior / princess to be saved” paradigm (Propp 1928; Campbell 1949)—Matrix displaces the 
centrality of transformative action onto a female figure. Trinity is not merely the protagonist’s ally; 
rather, her action (and her love) proves decisive for Neo’s awakening, in a clear reversal of the “sleeping 
beauty” trope.  
 
This inversion is completed in the fourth chapter of the saga (The Matrix Resurrections, 2021), in which 
Trinity assumes the salvific role, merging with Neo in a gesture that is visually and narratively 
androgynous, thus problematizing the very notion of heroic subjectivity. Moreover, the power dynamics 
within the narrative increasingly marginalize male figures in favour of women, transgender characters, 
or figures that challenge gender binarity—an evolution consistent with the queer vision of directors Lana 
and Lilly Wachowski.  
 
Matrix thus becomes a cinematic device of cultural rewriting, in which identity is an open and 
transformable code, a post-classical and post-gender text capable of subverting the founding myths of 
Western visual culture through a profound symbolic reconfiguration of gender and power.  
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Digital Femininities between Care, Labour and Platforms: TikTok Live Shopping as an 
Intersectional Space of Female Subjectivation in Campania 
 
Sabrina Bellafronte, University Federico II of Naples, sabrina.bellafronte@unina.it  
 
Keywords: digital femininities; digital labour; TikTok; intersectionality; domesticity 
 
Within the contemporary transformations of labour and social reproduction, digital platforms 
increasingly function as crucial spaces where femininities are redefined. On the one hand, they 
contribute to the diversification of women’s identities and trajectories; on the other, they reproduce 
structural inequalities embedded in the intersections of gender, class, and territory. This paper 
proposes an intersectional and meso-sociological analysis of TikTok live shopping in the Campania 
region (Italy), interpreted as an emerging form of predominantly female digital labour (De Vita, 2022). 
 
Drawing on debates that conceptualize femininities as performative, situated, and relational processes, 
the paper investigates how, in a regional context characterized by high female inactivity rates, limited 
care services, and persistent informal economies, digital platforms may simultaneously operate as 
resources for agency and as mechanisms of discipline. From an intersectional perspective, live 
shopping is not treated as a neutral opportunity but as a space where differentiated forms of 
vulnerability and possibility are articulated, producing positional and unequal digital femininities 
(Collins, 2000; Crenshaw, 1994). 
 
The contribution engages with scholarship on digital labour and platform capitalism (Fuchs, 2014; 
Srnicek, 2017), feminist theories of care and social reproduction (Fraser, 2022), and studies on the 
platformization of domestic life (Jarrett, 2016). Within this framework, affective, relational, and 
domestic labour – historically feminized – is reorganized and commodified through proprietary 
algorithmic infrastructures (Van Dijck, Poell & De Waal, 2018). TikTok live shopping can therefore be 
interpreted as a renewed mechanism of value extraction in which the performativity of femininity, 
emotional availability, and the construction of trust-based relationships become economic assets, 
while often remaining unrecognized and insufficiently protected (Fortunati, 2007; Jarrett, 2016). 
 
Methodologically, the research adopts a mixed-methods design combining the analysis of official 
statistical data, immersive digital ethnography, and in-depth interviews with female livestreamers 
operating in Campania. This approach enables the connection between the objective insecurity of the 
labour market and the subjective insecurity of biographical trajectories (Probst, 2008), showing how live 
shopping is frequently experienced as an adaptive response to the scarcity of formal employment 
opportunities rather than as a fully emancipatory path. 
 
Preliminary findings suggest that these practices produce hybrid femininities in which autonomy, 
creativity, and forms of micro-entrepreneurship coexist with self-exploitation, exposure to symbolic 
violence, and dependency on platform algorithmic logics. From this perspective, digital labour may 
function as a form of “false emancipation,” generating temporary income without redistributing power 
or control over the means of production (Fuchs, 2014; Arvidsson et al., 2025). At the same time, women 
involved in these practices reinterpret local cultural codes, familiar communication styles, and popular 
aesthetics, transforming domestic spaces into hybrid environments of economic and cultural 
production. 
 
The paper ultimately offers a critical reflection on digital femininities as a field of tension between 
agency and subordination, showing how digital platforms currently operate as key laboratories for the 
reconfiguration of female subjectivities at the margins of contemporary capitalism. 
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Femininities on the menu: intersectional hierarchies and techno-affective scripts in sex doll e-
commerce platforms  

Lisa D’Errico, University Federico II of Naples, lisa.derrico@unina.it 

Keywords: femininity; intersectionality; digital platforms; sex dolls; techno-affective scripts 

The contemporary shift from “femininity” to “femininities” makes visible how differences in gender and 
desirability are produced, ordered, and hierarchized through sociotechnical devices. This paper 
analyzes sex doll e-commerce platforms as contexts in which intersectional markers such as 
racialization (skin tone, naming), age, body types, imaginaries, styles, and aesthetic-cultural roles are 
translated into searchable categories, filters, configurators, and personalization options. From this 
perspective, platforms do not simply offer a catalogue of possibilities, but actively organize the field of 
what is desirable, making some femininities more visible, legitimate, and valued than others.  

The research is structured around two main questions. The first concerns the mechanisms of 
classification and valorization: how do taxonomies, filters, configurators, pricing, and add-ons translate 
these markers into hierarchies of desirability and legitimacy, organized through different value regimes 
(standard, premium, absences)? The second concerns the construction of relational credibility: which 
techno-affective scripts, based on promises of companionship, care, well-being, authenticity, and 
discretion, make these hierarchies plausible as outcomes of individual choice and as acceptable forms 
of commodified intimacy?  

The theoretical framework combines the notion of sexual scripts (Simon and Gagnon, 1973) with the 
sociotechnical perspective on scripts inscribed in artifacts (Akrich, 1992; Latour, 1996), reading e-
commerce as an infrastructure that co-produces the order of choice and stabilizes recurring affective 
frames of commodified intimacy (Illouz, 2007). From this point of view, hierarchization does not appear 
as a simple reflection of individual preferences, but as the result of technical and semantic translations 
that incorporate criteria of visibility, distinction, and value, thus producing devaluation, symbolic 
marginalization, and forms of exclusion.  

The empirical analysis adopts a qualitative Web Content Analysis (Amaturo and Punziano, 2013) based 
on an exploratory pilot study of four international e-commerce platforms, selected through web search 
and intentional criteria of comparability: accessibility of product pages, observability of prices or 
economic signals, and the presence of classification and personalization devices. General 
marketplaces and websites without filters or pricing are excluded. The units of analysis include: (a) 
taxonomies and filters; (b) product pages, with attention to titles, descriptions, value signals, and 
prices; (c) personalization devices, options, and configurators. The aim is to reconstruct how 
intersectionality becomes operational as hierarchy in the architectures of choice and how techno-
affective scripts support its legitimation, developing a typology of value regimes and of the main frames 
of relational credibility mobilized by platforms. 
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“Choose Your Fighter, Choose Your Femininity”: Femininities, Power, and Playable Possibilities in 
Video Games 

Edmondo Grassi, University San Raffaele of Rome, edmondo.grassi@uniroma5.it 

Keywords: video games; femininities; intersectionality; agency; cultural socialization 

 

Video games are now a mass medium and an ordinary social environment, no longer confined to youth 
niches. In Italy, in 2024, one in three people aged 6–64 plays video games, for a total of 14 million players; 
41% are women and 84% are adults (18–64). 
Gaming is a regular practice (68% play at 
least weekly; 7.5 hours per week on average 
in Q4 2024), pointing to a cultural industry 
and a form of consumption/participation 
among the most pervasive today. Within this 
context, video games also function as 
formative devices: they stage moral 
scenarios, train situated competences (cooperation, risk management, decision-making) and provide 
identity and relational repertoires. 
 
The paper offers a sociological reading of the transformations of femininities in video games, treating 
playable characters as a junction where gender norms, affective economies, and symbolic hierarchies 
intersect. The guiding hypothesis is that the shift from “femininity” to “femininities” is not only visible at 
the level of representation (appearance, backstory, dialogue), but also in the “playable” form of 
experience: what the game makes possible, credible, and legitimate to do with a feminized body, and 
under what conditions. The analysis draws on a micro-corpus of mainstream and independent titles, 
selected to highlight discontinuities across game genres and regimes of representation/agency: Tomb 
Raider (Lara Croft, between iconization and reboot), Bayonetta (hyper-performativity and 
ambivalences), Horizon Zero Dawn (Aloy and the “competent” heroine), The Last of Us Part II (Ellie/Abby 
and the politics of the body), Control (Jesse Faden and institutional authority), Life is Strange (femininity 
and everyday life), Celeste (subjectivity and vulnerability), and Hellblade: Senua’s Sacrifice (body, 
trauma, perception). 
 

The proposal develops a genealogy across three 
ideal-typical regimes. First, femininity-as-object, 
in which the body is constructed as a surface of 
visibility and desirability, and action remains 
subordinated to a grammar of vulnerability, 
protection, or decoration. Second, femininity-as-
performance, where agency increases 

(competence, combat, leadership) yet is often granted “on condition”: legitimized through processes of 
normalization (selective desexualization, prescribed morality, sacrifice, suffering as proof of 
authenticity) or reframed as a controllable exception. Third, femininity-as-a field of possibilities, in 
which plural and situated configurations of gendered experience emerge, making visible the relational 
and positional nature of femininities (in relation to racialization, class, age, disability, sexuality) without 
reducing difference to an additive logic of “inclusion.” 
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From a theoretical standpoint, the analysis engages with gender performativity, the cultural sociology 
of normativity, and an intersectional approach in order to read characters not as fixed “types,” but as 
provisional outcomes of cultural negotiations. Methodologically, it combines a socio-semiotic reading 
of key figures and scenes with a ludological 
reading of the mechanics through which 
power, risk, care, authority, and vulnerability 
are distributed. The aim is to show that video 
games do not function merely as archives of 
images, but as laboratories of practice: they 
turn into routines and choices what a culture 
considers “natural” or “improper” for 
feminized subjects. From this perspective, the pluralization of femininities emerges as a contested 
terrain, shaped by innovations and backlash alike, where what is ultimately at stake is the very definition 
of agency and legitimacy. 
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Small Acts, New Subjectivities: #Microfeminism and Everyday Gender Resistance on TikTok  
 
Simona Tirocchi, University of Turin, simona.tirocchi@unito.it  
Alessandra Panno, University of Palermo, alessandra.panno@unipa.it  
 
Keywords: microfeminism, platformed feminism, TikTok, intersectionality, gender education  
 
The #microfeminism trend gained significant traction on TikTok throughout 2024, emerging as a form of 
everyday resistance to patriarchy and to the recurrent waves of sexist backlash that have shaped public 
discourse for decades (Faludi, 1991).Due to its hybrid and innovative nature, microfeminism can be 
understood simultaneously as a TikTok trend - characterized by brevity, irony, affective storytelling, and 
virality - and as a form of digital feminism (Jackson 2019; Caldeira 2023), insofar as it mobilizes 
platform-specific affordances to produce and disseminate feminist meanings. The trend intersects 
with popular feminism (Banet- Weiser 2018) while maintaining a distinctive focus on small-scale, 
everyday acts rather than overtly institutionalized or protest-oriented forms of activism. In this sense, 
microfeminism aligns with everyday feminism, foregrounding micro-practices of awareness, 
negotiation, and resistance embedded in ordinary social interactions.  
 
Microfeminism also reflects an implicitly intersectional perspective, as the practices and narratives 
shared by users often address how gendered power relations intersect with other axes of inequality, 
such as age, class, professional status, sexuality, and cultural background. While women are the 
primary protagonists of the trend, contributions from LGBTQ+ users and allies further emphasize the 
differentiated experiences of vulnerability, privilege, and resistance within heteronormative and 
patriarchal structures, particularly in professional, familial, and public contexts.  
 
The trend originated from U.S. television producer and host Ashley Chaney, who first shared on TikTok 
the small strategies she adopts to challenge patriarchal norms in her everyday professional life. In her 
most popular video, focused on calling out workplace microaggressions, Chaney described practices 
such as addressing female colleagues first in work-related emails. This post generated high levels of 
engagement, receiving over 290,000 likes, more than 6,000 comments, and thousands of saves and 
shares. Inspired by this example, numerous users responded by creating videos that explicitly 
referenced Chaney’s content and answered the prompt: “That’s my favorite form of microfeminism. 
What’s yours?”. Frequently cited practices include actively challenging men who engage in 
mansplaining, calling out men who appropriate women’s ideas, avoiding unnecessary apologies, and 
reclaiming physical space in public settings.  
 
This study aims to investigate the characteristics, modalities, and practices that define the 
#microfeminism trend, as well as the forms of gender resistance enacted by users in response to its 
viral circulation. Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative, platform-sensitive approach 
grounded in digital methods. The analysis focuses on a selection of the most relevant TikTok profiles 
and videos associated with the trend, identified on the basis of visibility and engagement metrics (likes, 
comments, shares). Particular attention is paid not only to original posts but also to forms of platform-
native recirculation and recontextualization, such as duets, stitches, and reposts, which contribute to 
the amplification, reinterpretation, and negotiation of microfeminist meanings. Furthermore, through 
qualitative content analysis, the study examines videos and comment sections linked to the most 
interacted-with posts, in order to capture recurring themes, discursive strategies, and affective 
dynamics.  
 
Finally, the paper reflects on the implications of microfeminism for the development of gender and 
sexuality education initiatives, at a time when both explicit and subtle forms of gender-based violence 
are intensifying globally. At the same time, it critically addresses the risk of co-optation by influencers 
or brands, which may dilute the political significance and transform the potential of the trend.   
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Performance 

Myths and Archetypes in Motion in the Dance-Theatre of Origins  

Araceli Bárcenas and Erika Bernacchi  

This presentation offers a selection of works from the Dance-Theatre of Origins developed by 
Araceli Bárcenas, focusing on the genealogy and transformations of contemporary femininity 
through four performative tableaux.  
 
“La Lupa” (The She-Wolf) is a project inspired by Women Who Run with the Wolves (Pinkola Estés, 
2016). Through a bodily rite of passage set in the forest, conceived as a magical place and a 
metaphor for the unconscious, it explores the archetype of the wild woman, often repressed by 
social conventions.  
 
“Spirits” is a performative rite of rebirth which, through the archetype of water and the encounter 
with the sea, investigates the transition from the ephemeral and fleeting moment toward the search 
for deep memory, origins, and the instinctive call of the Mother Water.  
 
“20 Lunas” (20 Moons) explores women’s relationship with lunar cycles - girlhood, fertility, and 
maturity -and expresses the multiplicity of feminine models and archetypes through the 
embodiment of several Goddesses from different cultural traditions: Persephone, Artemis, Lilith, 
Yemayá, Hecate, Sekhmet. As the performance suggests: “Listening to the seductive voice of the 
Goddess and embodying it in our bodies to recognize our strength and desire for freedom, but also 
to encounter and embrace our shadows.”  
 
Finally, “Con i baci che mi dà il vento” (With the Kisses the Wind Gives Me) revisits the figures of 
Ophelia, Penelope, and Ariadne. Through the symbolic elements of the sea, the wind, and the 
thread, the performance narrates love as waiting, suspension, and inner time, inviting 
contemporary women to create new temporalities and new forms of freedom through dance. The 
video is set in the Semiottagono of the former Murate prison in Florence, intentionally contrasting 
this space with the dancers’ desire for freedom. The common thread linking these performances is 
a collective journey of empoderamiento (empowerment) through the multiple forms of the 
feminine - a rewriting of myths and archetypes that take shape through dance and intertwine with 
the breath of natural elements.  
_________________________________________ 
Araceli Bárcenas is a Mexican dancer, dance therapist, teacher, and choreographer. After 
graduating in Economics from the National Autonomous University of Mexico, she dedicated 
herself professionally to dance. In 1996, she moved to Italy, where she founded the Scuola 
Danzateatro delle Origini (School of Dance-Theatre of Origins). In 2021, she published the book 
L’Altra Danza: potere e magia del movimento (Ed. Tassinari). The text was translated into Spanish 
in 2023 in collaboration with the Mexican Ministry of Education and the National Institute of Fine 
Arts, with which she collaborates as a lecturer in professional dance schools. She has worked in 
Chile, Brazil, Spain, and the United States. She currently lives and works between Italy and Mexico.  
Erika Bernacchi is a researcher in Sociology of Cultural and Communication Processes at Pegaso 
University. She has been participating in the Dance-Theatre of Origins group for the past 10 years, 
led by Araceli Bárcenas.  
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Session 4 - Femininity and care work in the crisis of social reproduction  

 

Gender inequalities in the domestic sphere: a Domestic Equality Index (DEI) 
 
Paolo Groppo, Coordinatore EquiDom, paologroppo60@gmail.com 
 
Keywords: Gender (in)equality; Domestic labor; Mental load; Cognitive labor; Feminist economics 

 
Despite decades of feminist activism, gender asymmetries in household labor remain deeply rooted, 
with women performing disproportionate shares of domestic work even as their labor force 
participation increases. This paper develops the Domestic Equality Index (DEI), which makes three key 
contributions to existing measurement frameworks.  
 
First, it integrates the often-invisible mental and cognitive load alongside visible domestic tasks. 
Second, it introduces a participatory methodology in which civil society organizations co-construct 
context-specific indicators rather than applying standardized top-down metrics. Third, it rejects time- 
and money-based weighting schemes that reproduce economization and neoliberal logics, instead 
assigning equal value to all household activities.  
 
Unlike cross-national indices designed for comparative benchmarking, the DEI serves as an advocacy 
tool enabling organizations committed to gender equality to track their members' progress over time. 
By making domestic inequality measurable and contestable, the DEI positions the household as a 
negotiation arena and provides a practical instrument for transformative political practice. 
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Femininities in Motion within Activities of General Interest: Care, Reception, and Relational 
Postures in the Third Sector 

Sabina Polidori, Istituto nazionale per l’analisi delle politiche pubbliche-INAPP, 
s.polidori@inapp.gov.it 

Keywords: Reception, care, femininities, relational postures, Third Sector 

 

In the Third Sector, the activities of general interest set out in Article 5 of the Third Sector Code—
particularly educational, social, socio-health, reception, and inclusion services aimed at vulnerable 
and fragile individuals—represent a meaningful field for analyzing how professional femininities are 
configured. Women professionals engaged in these contexts face practices of care and 
accompaniment characterized by a high degree of relational intensity, requiring complex emotional, 
reflective, and communicative skills. Care, far from being a “natural” trait, emerges as a situated social 
practice, constructed through everyday relationships and organizational dynamics. 

This contribution aims to explore and understand how such practices and experiences contribute to the 
pluralization of femininities, understood as the multiplication of fluid and positional identity 
configurations formed at the intersection of gender, class, origin, age, and professional role. Attention 
is focused on emerging relational postures within care and reception services—such as shared care, 
situated reflexivity, and non-hegemonic, plural postures—that develop in response to the complexity of 
needs and the necessity of building cooperative relationships. 

Several working hypotheses are outlined: 

• Women professionals develop postures oriented toward horizontal collaboration and shared care as 
a response to the complexity of the needs of vulnerable individuals. 

• Everyday practices of care and reception contribute to the pluralization of professional femininities, 
opening up non-hegemonic identities and innovative forms of relationships. 

• Specific training needs emerge, including the management of the emotional dimension of work, 
intercultural competencies, intersectional analysis of situations, effective communication, and the 
construction of integrated teams. 

Care and reception activities in the Third Sector constitute a context in which processes of 
transformation of professional femininities can be observed. Within this framework, the contribution 
also seeks to explore forms of symbolic and institutional violence that permeate these fields—from the 
devaluation of care work to precarious employment conditions—as factors affecting relational postures 
and possibilities for agency. Everyday practices may play a significant role in strengthening social bonds 
and fostering processes of women’s empowerment, both as professionals and as service users, 
contributing to the construction of solidarity networks and reflective competencies capable of 
generating inclusion and active citizenship. 
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Anti-poverty policies, care, and the construction of gender roles 

Armida Salvati, University of Bari Aldo Moro, , armida.salvati@uniba.it, 
Valeria Quarto, University of Bari Aldo Moro, valeria.quarto@uniba.it 
Elena Carletti, University of Bari Aldo Moro, elena.carletti@uniba.it 
M. Floriana Grassi, University of Bari Aldo Moro, maddalena.grassi@uniba.it 
 

Keywords: anti-poverty policies; gender; activation; conditionality; care 

The proposed abstract examines the experiences of family households in the Apulia region benefiting 
from income support measures, referring to both local and national policies. It examines how gender 
dynamics and the allocation of care responsibilities reshape the architecture of new-generation anti-
poverty interventions (Natili and Madama, in Ferrera and Jessoula, eds., il Mulino, 2025). 

The analysis highlights the intersection between poverty conditions, gender inequalities, obligations 
related to labour market activation, skills mismatch, and the strategies adopted to ensure the continuity 
of benefit provision, within a framework in which not only have eligibility requirements become more 
restrictive (Decree-Law 48/2023), but the intensification of control mechanisms also exposes 
beneficiaries to the constant risk of losing their entitlement. 

Through the adoption of a qualitative methodology, in-depth semi-structured interviews explored 
biographical trajectories, processes of downward mobility into poverty, and the agency of individuals 
who currently receive or have recently received minimum income support measures. 

The interplay between the distribution of care responsibilities and the obligations connected to 
activation pathways highlights how caregiving (for a minor child or a non-self-sufficient person) is linked, 
within the normative definition of eligibility, to the status of the “deserving poor,” evoking nineteenth-
century definitions of poverty and increasingly distancing empowerment from the stated objectives of 
these policies. 

The findings show that income support measures are embedded within already strongly unbalanced 
gender arrangements. Interviewees describe everyday lives marked by an overload of invisible labour 
that limits their effective availability for the work or training activities required by activation pathways. 
The obligation to make time and energy “available” for employment clashes with a social organization 
of care that remains strongly familistic and with the structural shortage of accessible local services.  

Tensions emerge between the standardized logic of service agreements and the complexity of 
beneficiaries’ lives. The activities proposed (internships, socially useful work, training courses) are often 
perceived as poorly aligned with previous skills, aspirations, or living conditions, and sometimes as an 
additional form of low-protection labour. Within this framework, beneficiaries develop a range of 
strategies: formal modifications to household composition at the documentary level to obtain the 
benefit, the reshaping of roles within the household in cooperation with partners, negotiations with 
service professionals, and, in some cases, withdrawals or formal compliance that is not fully 
sustainable in practice. 
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Femininity and Care work in later life. Practices of Participation, Leisure, and Intersectional 
Subjectivities among Older Women in Bari  

Anna Santovito, University of Bari, Anna.santovito@uniba.it 

Keywords: Older women, Femininity, Gender, Care work, Participation 

This paper presents the results of a qualitative study conducted through in-depth interviews with retired 
older women who attend community and social centers in the city of Bari. The analysis is situated within 
a gender-sensitive research perspective (Ruspini, 2003), distinguishing itself from gender-oriented 
approaches that interpret women’s condition primarily in terms of difference or disadvantage in relation 
to men.  

The aim is to reconstruct the processes of subjectivation of the interviewees starting from their situated 
experiences and their interactions with the material and symbolic structures of society, assuming 
gender as a relational dimension that is historically and socially constructed.  

The research adopts an intersectional perspective (Crenshaw, 1991; Collins, 2016), considering age as 
a central analytical axis that intersects with gender, social class, work trajectories, and territorial 
positioning. In dialogue with feminist gerontology (Calasanti & Slevin, 2001; Calasanti, 2010; Laz, 2003), 
the paper problematizes normative representations of female aging, challenging dominant views and 
issues surrounding older women that are still often associated with passivity, dependency, and the loss 
of social roles.  

The narratives collected show how, even in later life, women continue to take on significant care work 
directed toward partners, elderly family members, grandchildren, and informal networks of proximity. 
In dialogue with feminist theories of care work (Tronto, 1993; 2013), this work emerges not only as a 
moral obligation or gendered destiny, but also as a relational competence sedimented throughout the 
life course. At the same time, retirement opens a space for the reorganization of everyday time, in which 
caring for others intertwines with practices of self-care and new forms of relational investment. In this 
context, participation in educational, recreational, and political spaces plays a central role in 
counteracting loneliness and social isolation.  

Entering retirement does not necessarily coincide with a phase of withdrawal from public life; rather, it 
may represent an opportunity to reclaim time freed from paid work and to redefine femininities. The 
interviewees describe these contexts as spaces of sociability, lifelong learning, mutual recognition, and 
the construction of relationships capable of sustaining relational well-being and strengthening a sense 
of belonging to the community.  

From a methodological perspective, the research is based on the use of the in-depth interview, 
understood as a non-directive technique (Melucci, 1998; Bichi, 2002), which allows interviewees to 
freely explore what they consider most relevant within a guided but not rigidly structured relationship. 
As Statera (1997) notes, this technique encourages the emergence of unexpected dimensions and 
interpretative hypotheses not anticipated in the design phase, making it particularly suitable for 
analyzing complex lived experiences and processes of identity renegotiation. The paper shows how 
femininities in later life can be understood as dynamic and relational processes, in which care work, 
leisure time, and participation intertwine in the everyday production of social bonds.  
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Within the Gendered Matrix. Violence, Care and Welfare Responses in the Life Courses of Children 
and Young Adults Orphaned by Femicide 

Paola Maria Torrioni, University of Turin, paola.torrioni@unito.it 

Keywords: Intimate partner violence; Femicide orphans; Intersectionality; Matrix of domination; Care 
and welfare policies 

The contemporary shift from “femininity” to “femininities” invites scholars to reflect on how gendered  
subjectivities and social practices are produced, disrupted, and renegotiated within contexts marked 
by violence and inequality. This contribution examines the condition of children and young adults who 
have been orphaned as a result of femicide and interprets it as a critical lens through which to analyze 
how gender based violence operates as a transversal social mechanism, shaping processes of 
socialization, care practices, and institutional responses across generations. 

Drawing on an intersectional perspective inspired by Patricia Hill Collins’s notion of the matrix of 
domination, the article conceptualizes femicide as a process embedded in interconnected systems of 
power that generate long-term material, relational, and symbolic consequences. These effects are 
particularly evident among those who have experienced violence and traumatic loss during childhood 
and in the transition to young adulthood. The analysis foregrounds the disruption of gendered life 
trajectories, showing how violence reshapes expectations, vulnerabilities, and responsibilities related 
to care, emotional labour, and social reproduction. 

Empirically, the article draws on the multi-phase qualitative monitoring of the S.O.S. (Sostegno per 
Orfani Speciali) project, one of four initiatives selected at the national level within the “A braccia aperte” 
call promoted by Con i Bambini under the Fund for the Fight against Child Educational Poverty (Fondo 
per il contrasto della povertà educativa minorile). The project supports children and young adults (aged 
0–21) orphaned by femicide and their foster or caregiving families. The study adopts a participatory 
action research approach, combining interviews, focus groups, and the analysis of project and 
administrative data collected between 2021 and 2024. 

The findings show how violence permeates multiple social spheres, including family relationships, care 
arrangements, and welfare systems. Children and young adults orphaned by femicide experience a 
condition of double victimization, resulting not only from exposure to domestic violence and maternal 
loss but also from fragmented institutional responses that may produce processes of secondary 
victimization. Policies of support and care emerge as a central yet ambivalent dimension: while they 
represent crucial resources for protection and recovery, they are unevenly distributed and often 
embedded in persistent gendered expectations within welfare practices. 

By linking gender-based violence, care practices, and social policies, the article argues that analyzing 
disrupted gendered life trajectories through an intersectional lens is essential for understanding the 
contemporary pluralization of femininities and the reconfiguration of relational roles across the life 
course. 

The article concludes by discussing implications for welfare design and feminist research, highlighting 
the need for integrated and reparative policy frameworks capable of addressing both the immediate 
and long-term effects of violence on gendered life trajectories.  
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Session 5 - Education, socialisation and generational transitions 

 

Generational transitions in the definition of gender identities: between continuity and 
discontinuity 
 
Tiziana Di Iorio, Istituto nazionale per l’analisi delle politiche pubbliche-INAPP, 
t.diiorio@inapp.gov.it  
Maria Parente, Istituto nazionale per l’analisi delle politiche pubbliche-INAPP, 
m.parente@inapp.gov.it  
 
Keywords: generational shifts, socialisation, cultural changes, educational processes 
 
Generational shifts influence educational methods, helping to shape distinct generational identities. In 
contemporary societies, characterised by ever-increasing complexity, a plurality of reference contexts 
and the accelerating pace of technological change, any analysis of educational processes must take 
into account the role of generational transitions. Sociological and pedagogical studies (Bourdieu, Mead, 
Bronfenbrenner) demonstrate that these three spheres constitute an integrated system within which the 
modalities of social participation, cultural transmission and institutional renewal are defined. 
 
Growning up in Western societies has always involved a series of changes in status and the assumption 
of new roles, involving a gradual separation from one’s family of origin and the assumption of 
responsibility towards others. Numerous studies have highlighted how the patterns and timing of this 
transition have changed over the last century across generations, with specific characteristics 
depending on the relevant economic and social context (Blossfeld et al., 2005; Billari and Liefbroer, 
2010). 
 
Education, too, is not merely the transmission of knowledge, but a complex process of building personal 
and civic identity. Today we are witnessing both an expansion of educational spaces – which are no 
longer limited to school but include family, the community and digital media – and a shift in the skills 
required, with a growing focus on critical thinking to overcome stereotypes and misunderstandings, the 
promotion of resilience – essential in an age of great uncertainty – and digital literacy. 
 
The relationship between education, socialisation and generational transitions can be described using 
a systemic approach that explains how education fosters cognitive frameworks and skills; socialisation 
provides cultural codes; and generational transitions ensure the transmission and reinterpretation of 
symbolic heritage. 
 
When these dimensions do not align, there is a risk of fragmentation, marginalisation or 
intergenerational conflict (Beck-Gernsheim, Reinventing the Family, 2002). 
 
This study aims to analyse the relationship between educational processes, socialisation dynamics and 
generational transitions, with a particular focus on the ways in which these dimensions contribute to 
the construction and differentiation of female identities. It aims to examine how family, school and  
media function as settings not only for the reproduction but also for the evolution of models of 
femininity, through forms of resistance to traditional models (non-traditional families, queer identities, 
career aspirations). 
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Plurality and Heterogeneity of Sexuality Education: An Exploratory Study on Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education 

Giuliano Flagiello, University Federico II of Naples, giuliano.flagiello@unina.it  

Keywords: Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE); Sexuality Education; Social Inequalities; Gender 
Norms; Intersectionality 

Social and cultural interpretations of sexuality profoundly shape the aims, functions, and contents 
attributed to sexuality education (SE) (Jones, 2015). Within this framework, schools represent a central 
space of socialization where models of behavior, representations of sexuality, and normative forms of 
femininity and masculinity are constructed (Corbisiero & Nocenzi, 2022).  
 
This study analyzes how the approach of Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) is interpreted and 
translated into educational practices in the Italian context. CSE promotes a comprehensive approach 
to sexuality education that goes beyond the transmission of knowledge related to sexual and 
reproductive health, aiming also to foster respectful relationships and to counter discrimination and 
social inequalities (WHO and BZgA, 2010; UNESCO, 2018). Due to its integrated nature, CSE represents 
the main international reference framework for sexuality education. For this reason, it is particularly 
relevant to investigate how this paradigm is interpreted and translated into educational practices in the 
Italian context. From this perspective, the research examines, first, the representations of gender and 
sexuality conveyed in sexuality education initiatives inspired by CSE and, second, the analytical and 
pedagogical tools used to interpret, address, and prevent forms of discrimination and social inequality 
within school settings. 
 
The study adopts a qualitative research design and is based on semi-structured interviews (Lumino & 
Vatrella, 2012) conducted with coordinators of educational projects within third-sector organizations 
implementing sexuality education initiatives in Italian schools. The focus on third-sector organizations 
derives from the central role these actors play in the design and dissemination of sexuality education 
initiatives in Italian schools (Chinelli, 2022). Organizations were selected through purposive sampling 
(Amaturo et al., 2012), identifying those that promote sexuality education projects inspired by the CSE 
approach. The interview guide explored the following thematic areas: (A) structure of educational 
activities; (B) objectives of educational interventions; (C) topics addressed and types of sexual 
knowledge transmitted; (D) stakeholders involved; and (E) criteria for evaluation, monitoring, and 
impact. 
 
The analysis of the interviews reveals a strong heterogeneity in the ways sexuality education is 
conceptualized and implemented in Italy. Although a widespread reference to the CSE paradigm 
emerges, it is translated into differentiated forms in practice. In particular, a predominantly binary 
conception of gender and a heteronormative orientation of the affective and sexual relationships 
presented in educational programs emerge, with the risk of limiting access to sexual knowledge for 
those subjects who do not fit within this normative framework. Issues related to discrimination and 
sociocultural inequalities, such as gender-based violence, also tend to be addressed in an 
individualized manner rather than through an intersectional perspective capable of capturing their 
structural and relational dimensions. In this sense, the analysis highlights the gap between the holistic 
character attributed to CSE at the theoretical level and the ways in which this approach is concretely 
translated into educational practices. It also shows how sexuality education constitutes a privileged site 
for observing the processes through which gender norms and social inequalities are produced and 
negotiated within educational institutions.  
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Alias Career and Identity Pluralism: Between Symbolic Recognition and Effective Protection  

Paola Melis, University of Tuscia, Viterbo,  paola.melis@unitus.it  

Keywords: alias career; enacted normativity; self-determination; identity phenomenology; grounded 
theory 

 

This analysis investigates the institution of the alias career within Italian educational agencies, starting 
from a theoretical framework that integrates legal pluralism—understood as the coexistence of state 
law and the normative autonomy of educational institutions—with legal realism, which asserts that the 
efficacy of a rule is measured not by its formal existence, but by its capacity to generate tangible 
transformations in administrative practices. The intent is to transcend a merely bureaucratic view of 
the device to arrive at an analysis of enacted normativity (normatività agita), defined as the set of 
practices through which subjectivities and institutions negotiate the recognition of gender-
nonconforming identities.  

From this perspective, the research—the progress and interim results of which will be illustrated—
moves from the macroscopic dimension of formal coexistence between legal orders toward a 
microscopic dimension of phenomenological interaction, where the meaning of the norm is constantly 
regenerated. The need to intercept this profound dynamic designates Grounded Theory as the 
methodological tool of choice: by adopting a mixed-methods approach, this inductive paradigm allows 
the lived experience of the student population to emerge, freeing the inquiry from pre-established 
theoretical models to valorize data from the fieldwork (interviews and observations) in view of a new 
theoretical synthesis. 

Specifically, the adoption of this methodology allows for the deconstruction of institutional language 
and tracks the shift away from a medico-pathologizing paradigm toward one of self-determination, 
highlighting the—largely diminished—role of gatekeepers. Ultimately, the study aims to systematize the 
discrepancy between the current fragmentation of local policies and the effectiveness of daily 
experience, offering a factual platform capable of guiding legislative intervention to transform identity 
claims from administrative concessions into full and inclusive subjective rights.  
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Intersectional and Decolonial Perspectives for the Italian School 

Sara Rossetti, Roma Tre University, sara.rossetti.phd@gmail.com 

Keywords: Intersectionality; school; decoloniality; migration; educational work 

 

This contribution is situated within the debate on plural femininities and proposes a critical 
reinterpretation of the Italian school system from an intersectional feminist and decolonial perspective, 
situated within the Mediterranean context. By understanding femininity as a relational and positional 
process rather than as a unified category, the paper analyzes the school as a central space of gender 
socialization, traversed by power relations that intertwine gender, race, class, and geopolitical 
positioning. 

The analysis jointly considers two dimensions that are often addressed separately: on the one hand, the 
femininities of female students, particularly those with migrant and postcolonial backgrounds; on the 
other, the professional femininities of teachers and women working in the school system. In a highly 
feminized sector, educational work continues to be characterized by persistent symbolic and epistemic 
devaluation, in which pedagogical, relational, and care-related forms of knowledge are naturalized as a 
“vocation” and thereby deprived of full professional and political recognition. Although the gender of 
teachers is structurally central, it remains largely invisible within institutional discourses and 
educational policies. 

With regard to students, the paper highlights how the school continues to convey implicitly Eurocentric 
and normative models of femininity that struggle to recognize the hybrid, diasporic, and transnational 
trajectories of migrant subjectivities. Intersectional femininities thus emerge as negotiated 
configurations produced at the intersection of institutional expectations, national narratives, and 
everyday practices, and marked by unequal access to recognition, legitimacy, and voice. Within this 
framework, ordinary and normalized forms of marginalization contribute to the reproduction of 
hierarchies of gender, race, and class, sometimes without taking the explicit form of discrimination. 

The contribution engages with scholarship on migrant femininities, care work, and intersectional and 
decolonial approaches to education in order to question the presumed neutrality of the school as an 
institution. Rethinking education in these terms means recognizing the situated and political character 
of processes of socialization and considering the school as a crucial space for redefining the social 
bond. Femininities — both student and professional — thus become a privileged analytical lens through 
which to understand contemporary transformations in inequalities and relational postures within the 
educational context. 
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Beyond Victimization and Fear: Student Voice as a Practice for the Co-construction of New 
Gender Identities and the Systemic Transformation of School 
 
Maria Teresa Sagri, INDIRE, t.sagri@indire.it 
Daniela Bagattini, INDIRE, d.bagattini@indire.it 
Virginia Stefania Bettanin, INDIRE, v.bettanin@indire.it 
Mario Venturella, INDIRE, m.venturella@indire.it 
 
Keywords: Student Voice, student partecipation, Agency, Systemic change, Gender identity 
 
This presentation illustrates how, within the framework of the INDIRE Observatory on Gender Equality, 
a research initiative is being developed to support schools in becoming learning organizations. The aim 
is to integrate students’ subjectivities into institutional planning documents. This circular process seeks 
to bridge the gap between the fluidity of emerging gender identities and the rigidity of institutional 
structures. In doing so, it promotes a reflective education for respect, moving beyond emergency-driven 
or security-based rhetoric. Drawing on data from an exploratory survey, the presentation will outline the 
preliminary findings of this participatory process and discuss its transformative potential. 
 
The research is situated within the broader debate on the transformations of contemporary femininities 
and masculinities, with particular attention to educational and socialization processes as key spaces 
for the production, negotiation, and possible transformation of gender inequalities, where students are 
recognized as active subjects. 
 
Based on an exploratory online survey launched in October 2025 and involving 4.419 Italian schools, 
the contribution highlights several structural issues in gender-related educational interventions. 
Although 73.7% of schools report having implemented activities on this topic in the previous three years, 
such initiatives tend to be episodic, weakly integrated into institutional planning, and often framed 
within an emergency-oriented logic aimed at combating violence or bullying. This approach risks 
reproducing forms of secondary victimization and security-oriented narratives that, while intended to 
prevent violence, may ultimately reinforce gender stereotypes and adult-centric representations of 
young subjectivities. Furthermore, a strong sectoralization of actions emerges for instance, the 
promotion of STEM disciplines among girls is rarely accompanied by critical reflection on gender roles, 
stereotypes, and power asymmetries that shape educational and digital contexts. 
 
The contribution interprets these criticalities in light of the ongoing pluralization of femininities and 
masculinities and the diffuse—both visible and invisible—forms of symbolic and institutional violence 
that traverse the school as a space of socialization. The project adopts a paradigm shift that moves the 
focus from protection to the co-construction of meaning, recognizing students as agents endowed with 
agency, capable of developing non-hegemonic relational postures and negotiating gender norms, 
representations, and practices within an onlife ecosystem that intertwines educational, relational, and 
digital dimensions. Through Student Voice and Peer Education methodologies, the research explores 
emerging configurations of youth femininities and masculinities without reducing them to normative or 
adult-centered models, valuing informal practices, micro-resistances, and forms of reflexivity that often 
remain at the margins of school policies. Particular attention is devoted to the possibility of transforming 
these individualized and fragmented practices into resources for a collective reworking of educational 
structures. 
 
The ultimate goal is to outline a school model in which gender equality is no longer treated as an 
emergency to be contained, but as a structural and everyday dimension, co-constructed with and for 
the subjectivities that inhabit the school. 
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Performance 
 
The End of the World as I Knew It 
 
Marianna Fumai, University of Bari Aldo Moro 
 
Keywords: qualitative methodology, autoethnography, care work, gender, daughter 
 
The End of the World as I Knew It is a textual and visual autoethnography dedicated to care work.  
 
The research aims to highlight — through the tools of anthropology and the overlapping of the roles of 
researcher and informal carer — a situation experienced by many people, particularly women: one in 
which the lack of services and the incompatibility between the demands of illness and those of 
bureaucratic procedures generate a burden of fatigue that is often unsustainable.  
 
The materials on which this work is based stem from a deeply engaged position in the field; through 
autoethnography, I have sought to make visible the hidden work of informal carers, describing what I 
experienced in my dual role: as a daughter and carer for both my mother, who suffered from chronic 
cancer, and my father, who had Alzheimer’s disease, over a period of about twenty years, the last year 
and a half of which was the most intense. The analysis of the family dynamics I have experienced 
reflects, at least in part, the absence of effective public policies in this area.  
 
The theoretical framework is interwoven with the reflections of scholars such as Joan Tronto and Silvia 
Federici, which allow us to highlight both the fundamental value of care and the mechanisms through 
which it is systematically devalued and delegated — by the market and by society — to women and 
racialised subjects.  
 
Methodologically, alongside autoethnographic notes and emotional recall, I produced audiovisual, 
vocal and environmental recordings, as well as photographs of objects used in daily care.  
 
Part of this material has been incorporated into this visual autoethnography. 
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Beyond Debt: Feminist and Intersectional Perspectives on Access to Credit  
 
Rosaria Acquaviva, University of Bari “Aldo Moro”, r.acquaviva7@phd.uniba.it  
Mariantonietta Intonti, University of Bari “Aldo Moro”, mariantonietta.intonti@uniba.it  
 
Keywords: Microcredit, Feminisms, Violence, Financial inclusion, Sustainable Finance  
 
The 2008 global financial crisis, by revealing the fragilities of purely speculative finance, catalyzed a 
global shift toward responsible finance. This culminated in 2015 with the adoption of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement within the framework of COP21, where finance, 
environment, and social rights converge toward an equitable and sustainable vision of the future. In the 
contemporary landscape, through the lenses of feminist economics and intersectional feminism, 
financial exclusion constitutes one of the multiple forms of structural violence against women and other 
marginalized subjects. Simultaneously, various studies have shown how financialized capitalism, the 
neoliberalization of society, and the rise of the asset economy have generated new inequalities based 
no longer on labor income availability but on asset appreciation and borrowing capacity, transforming 
families and individuals into financialized units within a precarious and inequitable political and 
economic system.  
 
It is, therefore, significant to analyze emerging practices for including the so-called "unbankable", 
particularly women, in financial relations, moving away from an essentialist analysis of the women-
finance binary and recognizing their centrality not only as an untapped workforce but also as consumers 
of financial products, especially those linked to family or healthcare needs. The research question aims 
to verify whether ethical and sustainable finance tools maintain a supportive role for women through 
the study of the "Microcredito di Libertà" (MdL), a recently established Italian measure intended for 
women survivors of violence. The starting hypothesis argues that, based on the characteristics of the 
MdL, modern microcredit is potentially capable of meeting women's needs by fostering self-
determination, provided that conventional credit scoring models are supplanted in favor of an 
evaluation based on social capital and trust.  
 
Through a literature review and a technical analysis based on the Business Model Canvas and SWOT 
matrix, the research partially confirms the validity of the hypothesis, highlighting, however, a significant 
structural weakness: the low attractiveness of the tool for financial institutions. Management 
complexity and high operating costs have steered financial intermediaries toward more profitable and 
less risky products. This misalignment between social objectives and intermediary profitability risks 
limiting the effective disbursement of the measure. From a technical perspective, the MdL represents a 
concrete rethinking of traditional paradigms of risk management and intermediary sustainability, 
proposing a credit model oriented toward social impact and, therefore, not based on collateral 
requirements for beneficiaries. Furthermore, the measure implies an innovative approach to assessing 
repayment capacity, integrating non-financial indicators and promoting close collaboration with local 
social services, institutions, and anti-violence centers.  
 
In conclusion, the research suggests policy measures aimed at incentivizing intermediaries to move 
beyond the logic of immediate profitability in favor of long-term social sustainability. Within this 
framework, a feminist approach to sustainable finance proves crucial for analyzing the power dynamics 
inherent in financial inclusion, promoting feminist public policies and ethical, sustainable financial 
instruments oriented toward gender justice. 
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“The Rules of the Game”: Youth and Femininity in the Empowerment Process 
 
Michela Donatelli, University of L’Aquila, michela.donatelli@univaq.it 
 
This paper illustrates selected principal findings from the PRIN project “Women's Empowerment: The 
Use of Mentoring and Diversity Management in the Private Sector and Public Administration as Tools for 
Equal Opportunities and Innovation According to the 5 Priorities of the NRRP Strategy (Work, Income, 
Competences, Time, Power)”, coordinated by Prof. Francesca Colella at the University of L’Aquila. The 
project, implemented through a mixed-methods research design, investigated the empowerment 
trajectories of young women, theoretically conceptualised as “a complex, multidimensional, 
bidirectional process of recognition and action” (Colella, 2025). This construct was examined 
empirically through an integrated methodological framework combining the Delphi technique, an 
online survey, and in-depth focused interviews. Within the present proposal, the aim is to present a 
subset of the empirical evidence derived from the qualitative phase of the study, specifically the results 
of fifty focused interviews conducted with young women between 18 and 34 years of age. These 
interviews yielded a notably rich and analytically dense data corpus, which has been subjected to 
critical interpretation through the theoretical lens of empowerment processes, with particular attention 
to the biographical and professional trajectories of the participants. From this analytical standpoint, 
the paper investigates the tensions that arise between individual agency and structural constraints 
within the narratives of young women, in which demands for economic, social, and symbolic 
recognition are inextricably intertwined with multiple barriers – both implicit and explicit – and with 
structural impediments such as precarity and sexism (Honneth, 2002; Colella, 2009; Abbatecola, 
2023). These latter are experienced as pervasive and structuring dimensions of their biographical 
trajectories. At the intersection of youth and femininity, specific practices of subjectivation emerge that 
are constrained by a gender order (Connell, 2006; 2023) that is structurally unfavourable to them. This 
gender order is characterised by the absence of both economic and symbolic recognition of labour, by 
systematic processes of inferiorisation, and by gendered microaggressions, all of which can be 
identified as particularly critical dimensions. 
 
These obstacles, rather than representing isolated or contingent occurrences, are structural in nature 
and exert a significant influence on the processes of identity formation, self-esteem, and the capacity 
for the full exercise of individual and collective agency. They engender specific configurations of 
vulnerability that decelerate trajectories of empowerment, giving rise to feelings of frustration, 
experiences of social and symbolic invisibility, and self-limiting dynamics. Nevertheless, embedded 
within these shared narratives it is also possible to identify the conditions of possibility for contesting 
gender norms, as well as the symbolic and material boundaries that intersect young women's 
biographical trajectories. These boundaries subtly yet persistently contribute to the reconfiguration of 
power relations from a reflexive standpoint, articulated predominantly within a framework of 
individualized claims. Within this framework, sustained investment in the self and in one’s own cultural 
capital, combined with trust as an enabling mechanism on the part of empowerment agents, assumes 
a pivotal and indispensable function. 
 
Conceptualized as a relational and context-dependent process, women’s empowerment can be 
understood as emerging at the intersection of the recognition of injustices, the development of self-
awareness, the acquisition of professional competencies, and the availability of opportunities for 
transformative action – opportunities that are predominantly oriented toward individual rather than 
collective agency. Simultaneously, empowerment remains highly susceptible to conditions of 
precarity, deficits in social and institutional recognition, and the persistence of an unequal gender 
order. This configuration highlights the necessity of targeted intervention strategies that accompany 
and support young women’s everyday life trajectories, with the aim of fundamentally reshaping the 
“rules of the game,” which continue to be permeated by the multiple barriers they confront along their 
paths.  
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Aging Beauty Matters: Normative and Resistant Narratives on Female Aging Bodies 
 
Raffaella Ferrero Camoletto, University of Turin, raffaella.ferrerocamoletto@unito.it 
 
Keywords: aging women; beauty work; anti-ageing norms; ageism; sexism; embodiment; temporality 
 
This article investigates how older women navigate anti-ageing norms and beauty practices within 
contemporary Western aesthetic regimes. In many Western societies, ageing femininity is regulated 
through a powerful symbolic order that equates youth with vitality, desirability, and social value, while 
framing visible signs of ageing as aesthetic deviation. Within this regime, the ageing female body 
becomes a central site where ageism and sexism intersect, generating normative expectations about 
how women should manage their appearance across the life course.  
 
Rather than focusing on menopause as a biological transition, this study shifts analytical attention 
toward beauty work and anti-ageing practices as key mechanisms through which ageing femininity is 
governed. Beauty work—understood as the array of practices undertaken to maintain, modify, or 
present the body—constitutes a socially structured form of embodied labor through which women 
negotiate visibility, respectability, and identity in later life. In this perspective, aesthetic practices are 
not trivial or superficial activities, but meaningful social practices embedded within gendered and age-
stratified systems of power. 
 
The analysis draws on multi-sited ethnographic fieldwork conducted between 2021 and 2023 in Milan 
and Turin, Italy. The study involved 25 women aged 63 to 73 and 28 professionals working in aesthetic 
and anti-ageing centers, including cosmetologists, dermatologists, and wellness consultants. 
Fieldwork combined in-depth semi-structured interviews, participant observation in beauty centers, 
and informal conversations during treatments and waiting periods. Data analysis followed an iterative 
interpretive approach that connected participants’ narratives to theoretical discussions in feminist 
sociology, cultural gerontology, and embodiment studies. The findings show that ageing is frequently 
narrated by participants as an aesthetic event. Bodily changes become socially meaningful when they 
become visible, triggering processes of self-surveillance and comparison with youthful beauty norms. 
Wrinkles, sagging skin, and changes in body shape are often interpreted not simply as biological 
transformations but as signs that require evaluation and, in many cases, management. In this context, 
beauty work becomes a strategy for negotiating visibility in a social environment where ageing women 
often experience both invisibility and intensified aesthetic scrutiny. 
 
However, the relationship between older women and anti-ageing norms emerges as deeply ambivalent. 
Participants simultaneously internalize cultural expectations surrounding youthful appearance and 
critically reflect upon them. Many women engage in aesthetic practices such as skincare routines, hair 
coloring, or non-invasive treatments, while also rejecting more invasive cosmetic procedures and 
openly questioning the cultural obsession with youthfulness. These narratives reveal that beauty work 
in later life cannot be understood solely as either oppressive conformity or individual empowerment. 
Instead, aesthetic practices appear as negotiated forms of embodied agency situated within neoliberal 
regimes of self-responsibility and consumer culture. Beauty work allows women to maintain a sense of 
continuity between their internal sense of self and their external appearance, while also enabling them 
to resist, reinterpret, or selectively adopt anti-ageing norms. 
 
By examining the everyday experiences of ageing women in aesthetic spaces, this article contributes to 
cultural gerontology and feminist scholarship on ageing by highlighting the complex ways in which older 
women inhabit and negotiate dominant beauty regimes. The analysis calls for more nuanced narratives 
of ageing femininity that move beyond representations of decline, invisibility, or compulsory 
youthfulness, and instead recognize older women as active producers of embodied meaning in later 
life.
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Women in the Anti-Mafia Judiciary: Between Aspirations to Professional Role Neutrality and Silent 
Prejudices  

Ombretta Ingrascì, Unuversity of Milan, ombretta.ingrasci@unimi.it 

Keywords: Gender, Organization, Judiciary, Anti-Mafia, Women  

In recent decades, feminist approaches have contributed to redefining the epistemological and 
methodological boundaries of organizational studies, questioning the apparent neutrality of 
institutions and showing how the subject of organizations often continues to be implicitly male, 
disembodied, and normative (Acker, 1990; Gherardi, 1995).  

Within this framework, the paper presents the results of a study on the professional experiences of 
women magistrates working in the Direzione Nazionale Antimafia e Antiterrorismo (National Anti-Mafia 
and Counter-Terrorism Directorate) and in the Direzioni Distrettuali Antimafia (District Anti-Mafia 
Directorates). The judiciary represents a particularly relevant case study for exploring whether and how 
institutional neutrality is an organizational and discursive effect. It is an institution in which women 
gained access relatively late (1963), where rapid feminization has taken place (today the number of 
women in service exceeds that of men), and where significant forms of vertical segregation and 
horizontal (self-)segregation are still present (Ingrascì, 2025). In particular, the anti-mafia judiciary 
represents an especially interesting field of observation, as it is highly performative, prestigious, and 
therefore traditionally male-dominated, and where the “ideal worker” model and expectations of total 
availability may amplify gender asymmetries.  

The research is based on data on women’s presence in the judiciary collected from the Statistics Office 
of the High Council of the Judiciary, as well as on 20 biographical interviews with women magistrates 
conducted using a feminist approach that emphasizes relationality, subjectivity, and the co-production 
of knowledge.  

The analysis integrates discursive dimensions and “practices in situation” (Bertaux, 1999), adopting an 
abductive reading of the discrepancies between statements and lived experiences as an interpretative 
stance. Rather than assuming the (ir)relevance of gender, the analysis follows the “anomalous” data 
that disrupt the rhetoric of neutrality and make it possible to operationalize, in a non-reductionist way, 
the processes through which organizations are (re)produced as gendered (Bates, 2022; Timmermans & 
Tavory, 2012). The narratives collected during the research reveal a recurring discrepancy: while many 
interviewees initially deny the existence of gender differences, their accounts of workloads, work–life 
balance, and professional attitudes reveal a constant effort of self-regulation aimed at avoiding being 
labeled through gender stereotypes. The “silent prejudices” — as one interviewee defined them — 
seem to encourage women to raise performance standards, intensify self-control, and sometimes 
renounce protections related to motherhood in order to avoid “confirming” devaluing labels of a 
biological nature that kept women out of the profession until 1963.  

The paper concludes by discussing how the legacy of feminist scholarship—through its intertwining of 
power critique, attention to practices, and methodological sensitivity—makes it possible to question 
the more or less invisible mechanisms through which neutrality is organized and through which gender 
continues to make a difference (Acker, 1989; Gherardi; Baxter, 2022) within a state institution such as 
the judiciary.  
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Who’s “repairing” the Glass Ceiling: female empowerment and precariousness, welfare, 
creativity  
 
Annalinda Monticelli, University of L’Aquila, annalinda.monticelli@univaq.it 
 
Keywords: female empowerment, work, welfare, youth distress, happiness 
 
This contribution relates to the PRIN PNRR 2022 project "Women's Empowerment: the use of Mentoring 
and Diversity Management in the private sector and public administration as tools for equal 
opportunities and innovation according to the 5 priorities of the NRRP strategy (work, income, skills, 
time, power)," led by Professor Francesca Colella (University of L'Aquila), and shares some of its key 
findings.  
 
The project, implemented using a mixed methods approach, focuses on female empowerment and the 
obstacles, barriers, and facilitators to young women's career paths. It implemented multiple lines of 
qualitative and quantitative research: a Delphi Technique survey with experts, qualitative interviews 
and a web survey with young women.  
 
Here, I will focus on some aspects of the qualitative research conducted among young women, which 
included 50 interviews with young people between the ages of 18 and 34 across the country, both 
students and workers. The aim is to explore key elements of the empowerment process that emerged 
from the web survey, directed to the same target audience. The interview focused on several key 
aspects of the research process: a sociographic profile collecting socio-demographic information; the 
motivational dimension of women's choices; the concept of work; stereotypes and barriers to women's 
career choices; the issue of female leadership; analysis of the various dimensions of empowerment 
and social recognition.  
 
The proposed contribution will focus, in particular on the following research topics: the issue of work, 
from a concrete dimension (the chosen or desired profession and the motivations and aspirations that 
inspired it), to an abstract one. That is the symbolic and value level, which, recalling the meaning of 
work in one's life, let the critical issues about youth-work binomial to emerge (Colella, 2009, Colella, 
Falci, 2022) as a characteristics of today's society (De Masi, 2022), and more pressing in an 
intersectional perspective. I will then highlight the connections between these critical issues and the 
empowerment process, particularly by exploring the dimension we can define as "empowerment as 
awareness," meaning awareness as "critical awareness of one's own condition and the factors that 
determine its development" (Colella 2025, p. 23). I will analyze key elements such as socialization, 
direction at school, emotional management of distress and failure, and functional experiences such as 
volunteering.  
 
Finally, I will broaden the focus to a crucial issue for supporting female empowerment from the 
beginning of the process: work-life balance and welfare policies, which are still largely influenced by 
gender stereotypes (Biemmi, Leonelli, 2016) and the traditional model of women (Saraceno, 2018). 
These policies, instead, can become privileged spaces for pushing the cultural and symbolic change 
needed: not for women, but for a "sustainable" society (Monticelli, Falci, 2025).  
  

mailto:annalinda.monticelli@univaq.it


From femininity to femininities. Rehearsal for an intersectional gender paradigm – Book of Abstract 

46 
 

Session 7 - Work, professions and ‘feminised’ leadership 2 
 
 
Later-Life Femininities under Economic Insecurity: Urban Ageing, Feminised Poverty and Coping 
Strategies among Older Women in Ankara 
 
Yelda Ozen, Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University, Turkey, yelda.ozen@aybu.edu.tr 
Halime Unal Reşitoğlu, Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt University, Turkey, unalresitogluhalime@aybu.edu.tr 
 
Keywords: Later-life femininities; Feminised poverty; Coping strategies; Urban ageing 
 
Current economic instability, increasing inflation, and declining purchasing power have remarkably 
transformed living conditions in Turkey, disproportionately affecting older adults. In the context of 
population ageing, women constitute a growing proportion of older populations, a process known as 
feminisation of ageing. Combined with the feminisation of poverty and intersecting inequalities related 
to gender, age, and socioeconomic position, this demographic shift makes older women particularly 
vulnerable to economic insecurity. In this framework, older women constitute one of the most 
socioeconomically vulnerable groups due to gendered life-course inequalities, including lifelong 
unpaid care/domestic work, informal work and employment interruptions, and limited/dependent 
access to pension rights.  
 
This study examines how economic insecurity and ageing influence the experiences of femininity 
among older women in Ankara. Based on feminist theories on ageing, the study conceptualises 
femininity not as a fixed identity but as a relational and fluid process shaped by material conditions, 
care relations, and expectations associated with gender roles across the life course. Feminist scholars 
indicate how women’s unpaid and underpaid labour sustains families and societies, while producing 
cumulative disadvantages that become particularly visible in old age. When combined with processes 
of ageing and impoverishment, these structural inequalities generate specific later-life femininities 
marked by constrained autonomy, economic dependency, and emotional labour. 
 
By adopting a qualitative method, this study is based on face-to-face interviews with older women in 
Ankara. Preliminary findings reveal everyday coping strategies through which older women manage 
economic hardship. These encompass carefully planned consumption practices such as comparing 
prices across markets, shopping at the end of the day in neighbourhood bazaars for cheaper foods, 
minimising personal expenses, and prioritising household needs. Women relied on simpler diets, 
adjusted health behaviours due to cost, and negotiated support from family networks, balancing 
financial, social, and care responsibilities while maintaining dignity and autonomy. Some participants 
engage in informal income-generating activities despite declining physical capacity. A central finding 
concerns the emotional and symbolic costs of economic dependency. Many women described asking 
for financial support from adult children as a deeply distressing experience associated with feelings of 
shame, loss of dignity, and reduced independence. Despite economic difficulties, participants 
struggled to request help, reflecting internalised norms of endurance, self-sacrifice, and moral 
responsibility. 
 
Dependency, even inevitable, was negotiated as women sought to preserve emotional autonomy and 
moral authority while relying on others for survival. Intergenerational relations emerged as a key site for 
organising care and support within families, with daughters significantly contributing emotional, 
practical, and financial support. This reflects gender-based care models that have perpetuated 
inequalities across generations and illustrates how femininity is reshaped within family networks. The 
study reveals that poverty and ageing do not simply weaken femininity but actively transform it. Later-
life femininities emerge as processes characterised by resilience, moral negotiation, and restricted 
agency rather than decline alone. By highlighting older women’s everyday practices and coping 
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strategies, the study contributes to debates on plural femininities, ageing, and gendered inequalities 
across the life course, offering an empirically grounded analysis of how femininity is reconfigured under 
conditions of economic insecurity.  
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This paper analyses the configurations of femininities within the educational and professional 
trajectories of women in Italy and Europe in STEM and healthcare professions, adopting an 
intersectional perspective that connects educational processes, transformations of work, and 
institutional gender regimes (Collins, 2022; Connell & Pearse, 2023).  

Focusing on femininities in STEM and healthcare sectors means placing the analysis at the crossroads 
of digital transformation, the rising demand for scientific and technological skills, and persistent gender 
inequalities in access, retention, and career advancement. Several studies show that the gender gap 
does not stem from a “lack of skills,” but rather from sociocultural and organizational factors such as 
gender stereotypes, limited encouragement, scarcity of female role models, biased evaluation 
processes, and symbolic exclusion practices (Di Tullio, 2019; Healy et al., 2022; Pereira, 2023). These 
dynamics have significant consequences, including talent loss, reduced innovative capacity, and 
widening of the gender pay gap.  

Femininities thus emerge as the product of subjectivation processes embedded within specific 
institutional and organizational arenas, structured by gender hierarchies, mechanisms of symbolic 
violence, and heterogeneous regimes that govern the recognition and valorization of scientific and care-
related competences (Ahmed, 2021; Benquet & Chappe, 2023).  

Drawing on secondary data (European Commission, 2024; Eurostat, 2022; AlmaLaurea, 2025), the 
paper reconstructs, through a longitudinal and comparative approach, the presence of women at 
various levels of educational paths and professional positions in STEM and healthcare fields, with a 
specific focus on patterns of vertical and horizontal segregation.  

Findings reveal a greater female presence in life sciences and healthcare professions compared to 
STEM disciplines, alongside the persistence of a glass ceiling that hinders women’s access to top-level 
positions. The evidence confirms a gendered division between roles with high relational responsibility 
and those associated with decision-making and organizational governance. This pattern is particularly 
pronounced in healthcare contexts, where care work continues to be structurally devalued (Witz et al., 
2022; Glenn, 2023).  

Within this framework, violence is interpreted as a transversal social mechanism operating across both 
STEM and healthcare domains. It manifests in different forms—such as exclusion from leadership and 
pay gaps—and in subtler ones, including stereotypes, microaggressions, devaluation of care work, and 
biases in recruitment and evaluation processes (Ahmed, 2021; Griffin & Vehviläinen, 2022).  

In conclusion, the paper argues that the femininities emerging in these sectors should not be 
understood as the result of individual choices, but rather as products of an intersectional matrix of 
power that defines differentiated degrees of vulnerability and resources, thus contributing to the 
reproduction of gender inequalities within highly qualified educational and professional trajectories.   
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This paper examines the evolution of female representations in contemporary television seriality, 
focusing on the emergence of new forms of femininities situated between continuity and innovation 
with respect to previous models, as well as on the development of intersectional perspectives. Building 
on classical feminist critiques of the marginalization and stereotyping of women in the media (Van 
Zoonen, 1994), the paper explores more recent forms of visibility and narrative centrality of female 
characters in television series, questioning their actual emancipatory potential and investigating the 
role played by feminism, postfeminism, and popular feminism in the narrative construction of 
characters and gender models. At the same time, the contribution reflects on the increasing complexity 
and evolution of television seriality and on its growing entanglement with social reality (Mittell, 2015; 
Dusi & Grignaffini, 2020; Mascio, 2023). 

Through a comparative qualitative analysis of a selection of popular and emblematic television series - 
including Sex and the City, Girls, The Handmaid’s Tale, Fleabag, and Bridgerton - the paper explores the 
progressive complexity of female characters, who are increasingly portrayed through ambivalence, 
vulnerability, and agency. Some of these representations are embedded within a postfeminist 
sensibility that emphasizes individual autonomy, choice, and self-realization, often inscribing them 
within neoliberal frameworks that tend to depoliticize structural inequalities (Gill, 2007; McRobbie, 
2009; Rottenberg, 2018). Others, by contrast, open up to an intersectional perspective (Crenshaw, 
1989), in which gender, class, race, age, and sexuality interact in the construction of female models, 
expanding forms of symbolic recognition and the diversification of female subjectivities (Banet-Weiser, 
2018). 

Finally, the contribution highlights how television series function as deeply ambivalent cultural spaces 
and as sites of informal learning (Tirocchi, 2024), where feminist claims, postfeminist logics, and 
rhetorics of inclusion coexist. This calls for a critical approach capable of connecting textual analysis, 
socio-cultural context, and processes of gender socialization, contributing to current debates on 
gender, media, and contemporary television seriality. 
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To begin: "care is a political matter", a feminist statement that reinterprets the world by placing at the 
centre of reflection what we mean today by "care for others and for the world", against the hedonistic, 
individualistic and chauvinistic vision of contemporary economic societies. If it is a political matter, 
unfortunately in this historical moment it is certainly underestimated, because the cure has not been 
included in the political thinking of those who manage power. 

But not being able to present a generalist analysis of the topic, I decided to deal specifically with an 
economic-social reading of care work broadly understood. The economic data bears witness to the fact 
that those who work in the world of "care" are the least paid, with differences compared to the role 
performed in their specific work environment, but in general compared to activities that do not fall 
within this economic macro-connotation. 

This first statement finds confirmation in much research conducted by sociologists and economists in 
which the connection is shown between the main subjects who carry out work activities that fall within 
our study and the economic and power repercussions with respect to the structuring of our 
contemporary societies. We would like to point out that there are many working sectors linked to the 
theme of care: educational and training broadly understood (from nurseries, to universities, through 
professional training), medical health (health technicians, social/health workers, nurses, midwives, 
rehabilitation specialists, specialist doctors, etc.), the whole world of cleaning and much more. They 
are all occupations mainly carried out by women in feminine worlds. It is possible to speak of gender 
"work segregation", which brings with it specific aspects that characterize the use of the term 
"segregation": lower pay, lower career opportunities, greater exploitation of hours and work 
negotiations, fewer protections in general. These few statements underline how the female declination 
of these specific work activities together with gender segregation carries with it, across the board, the 
link with the different forms of inequalities, social exclusions and the resulting violence. 

It is necessary to ask ourselves about our future objectives as women, as university professors, as those 
who participate in care activities, broadly understood, but also in the more specific context of those 
who train young graduates who will carry out their work in the varied world of care (teachers, educators, 
social workers, midwives, nurses, doctors, etc.). These few statements underline how the female 
declination of these specific work activities together with gender segregation carries with it, across the 
board, the link with the different forms of inequalities, social exclusions and the resulting violence. 
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The contribution moves from the analysis of the Code for Businesses in Support of Maternity, launched 
in October 2023 by the Ministry for Family, Natality and Equal Opportunities. The Code identifies 
"procreation" as a primary public good and a strategic objective which public policies can only "partially 
support." It therefore invites private enterprises to demonstrate "social responsibility" by supporting and 
encouraging it, acknowledging “the public dimension of care work, and enhancing the skills developed 
through parenting". The Code suggests three areas of intervention for corporate social responsibility: a) 
supporting the career continuity of mothers; b) prevention and treatment of health; c) adapting working 
hours and supporting the costs of childcare and education. 

In presenting the declining birth rate as a consequence, in particular, of women/mothers' difficulty in 
reconciling paid work and care work, the Code invites us to question the cultures of motherhood that 
inform public policies on the one hand and the demands for equity and equal opportunities advanced 
by feminist movements on the other. It also calls for an analysis of the meaning of the "public 
dimension" of care work, the political construction of social responsibility, and the dual presence as a 
normative path (Balbo 1978). 

The focus on motherhood is a privileged vantage point because it allows us to explore the specific, 
socially constructed, and intersectionally operating gender (and intra-gender) inequalities linked to the 
normative "feminine" role of childcare. The first vulnerability concerns the working position, weaker than 
the paternal counterpart not only because of the maternal wall that prevents women with children from 
reaching positions of greater responsibility and privilege, but also by the mother-child penalty, which 
produces a permanent increase in the gender pay gap that disproportionately affects women with 
children compared to women without—a 16% lower salary in the first five years of a child's life according 
to the latest INPS data, while fathers tend to receive a child premium, or a salary increase. The second 
vulnerability concerns what Sen calls parental "cooperation conflicts": a mother who cares for her 
children must have access to the resources necessary to support both her child and her, exposing 
herself to exploitation and potential abuse by her financially advantaged partner in order to remain in 
the relationship. 

Starting from the perspective of Ruddick's maternal thought (1989) and O'Reilly's matricentric feminism 
(2025), which consider maternal practice as a care practice that is not essentially feminine but available 
to anyone who chooses it within their own ethical and existential project, we attempt to retrace a 
reconceptualization of social responsibility that, by focusing on everyone's right to receive care and 
provide care without being penalized (Kittay 1999), would allow us to valorize and de-genderize care by 
neutralizing its current distribution according to "matrices of domination". 
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Session 8 - Genealogies and transformations of femininity 

The Pluralization of Femininities in Contemporary Theatre: Care, Bodies and Identity 
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Contemporary theatre, functioning as a site for multimedia spectacle (Monteverdi, 2020) inhabited by 
mediatized bodies (Pizzo, 2018), allows femininity to unfold as a situated performative process. With 
acute sensitivity, the performing arts carve out a research space to address the wounds of today’s 
society and stage the pluralization of femininities. The research question is twofold: first, to investigate 
how—by staging a plural and non-monolithic posture—theatre confirms its role as a concrete political 
space enacted by a wide variety of visions; second, to examine the aesthetic and technical tools through 
which the performative becomes a privileged vehicle for the manifold possibilities of femininity. 
 
In the landscape of the performing arts, the role of care is analyzed in its intersection with the 
increasingly pervasive nature of violence. The set of material and symbolic practices characterizing 
violence is transposed onto the stage, displayed and demonstrated as a dramaturgical quality. A 
poignant example is Emma Dante’s L’angelo del focolare, where the theme of care transcends death in 
an atrocious representation of femicide. Thus, theatre does not limit itself to being a tool for civic 
education but asserts itself as a site of denunciation and a crucible for critical thought. 
 
The research highlights micro-resistances against canonical identity models, moving beyond gender 
binarism toward a stage that tends toward fluidity. The aesthetics of the body transcend the human, 
relocating into “other” bodies. Exemplifying these new lines of artistic inquiry are the performances of 
the AjaRiot collective, which stage the pluralisms of femininities: ranging from gender issues to the 
theme of sex workers and the most recent feminist theories, they experiment with AI and motion capture 
to perform bodies as biopolitical and techno-modified spaces. Consequently, the stage becomes 
populated by cyborgs, robots, and avatars interacting with 3D imagery, projections, and the 
dematerialization of the human, questioning and redefining the very concept of the body. In alignment 
with cyberfeminist theories (Haraway, 1991), the disappearance of the corporeal allows theatre to 
become an authentic site of liberation. Of particular interest to this study are the recent works of Marta 
Cuscunà, in which the author and performer constructs a “dramaturgy for figures” that, fueled by 
activism, reflects on femininities through the use of puppets and animatronic creatures. Furthermore, 
the body on stage invites reflection on its own media overexposure, as represented through the fierce 
social critique of the Berlin-based collective She She Pop. 
 
Through technological innovation and the deconstruction of the physical body, the performing arts 
enable performers to create within a realm of experimentation free from normative superstructures. 
Simultaneously, the audience opens itself to the "other," becoming part of a broader community 
capable of integrating multiple identities. The central objective, therefore, is to analyze the dual nature 
of theatre in relation to the postures of femininity: the performer as a scenic embodiment and the 
spectator as an active participant in the spectatorial experience. The social relations emerging within 
the theatrical space are thus reread in light of the political shift resulting from the continuous 
remodeling of femininities.  
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The contemporary era is marked by an increasing pluralization of gender models, femininities, and 
feminist practices that reject an essentialized understanding of the concept of “woman” in favor of 
plural, transnational, and queer configurations (Butler, 1990; Braidotti, 2011). Alongside theoretical 
production and the actions of social movements, artistic expression emerges as a privileged field that 
fosters experimentation with pluralistic postures, enabling individuals to integrate multiple identities 
(Thomas, 2003; Thomas & Prickett, 2020).  
 
In light of feminist scholarship on dance and performance as vehicles for freer forms of subjectivity 
(Cooper Albright, 1997, 2013; Reynolds, 2006), the proposed contribution examines a dance-theatre 
practice within which groups composed predominantly of women have explored femininity as an open 
field of possibilities. In particular, the paper analyzes the twenty-year experience of Danza-Teatro delle 
Origini (Dance-Theatre of Origins), developed by the Mexican-born dancer, teacher, and choreographer 
Araceli Bárcenas (2021), which is grounded in the three interrelated dimensions of rhythm, ritual, and 
myth.  
 
The research is based on a qualitative methodology that combines long-term participant observation 
(approximately ten years), analysis of visual materials produced by the group, in-depth interviews, and 
focus groups with the teacher and participants. The central research question concerns the extent to 
which—and the ways in which—this performative practice enables participants to represent and 
embody plural models of femininity, and the implications this has for both individual and collective 
empowerment.  
 
The analysis develops along two main axes. On the one hand, it reconstructs the group’s artistic-
pedagogical trajectory, focusing on several key stages: work on female archetypes—of Jungian origin 
but reformulated from feminist and intercultural perspectives (Bolen, 1984; Selowsky, 2006); the 
reappropriation and reconfiguration of mythological figures from both Greco-Roman traditions (e.g., 
Daphne, Penelope, Ariadne, Persephone, Demeter) and other cultural contexts, particularly Afro-
descendant traditions (e.g., Yemanjá, Oshun, Oyá); practices involving direct engagement with natural 
elements; and, finally, the surrealist deconstruction of the feminine inspired by artists such as Leonora 
Carrington and Frida Kahlo. On the other hand, through in-depth interviews and focus groups, the study 
analyzes the participants’ individual trajectories, the processes through which archetypes and myths 
are embodied, and the meanings attributed to the performative experience.  
 
The research adopts an intersectional approach, paying particular attention to the intersections among 
gender, race, ethnicity, and culture, considering both the group's plural composition and the teacher’s 
intercultural background in shaping aesthetic and symbolic choices. Additional analytical dimensions 
concern the relationship between the individual and the collective, between representation and 
embodiment, and the use of surrealism as a strategy for displacing identity categories, aimed at 
producing spaces of radical imagination and liberation from normative constraints (Chadwick, 1985; 
Ingrao, 2022). 
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Il contributo indaga la stand-up comedy femminista come pratica della cultura popolare in grado di 
produrre saperi critici sulle femminilità. La comicità è interpretata come uno spazio simbolico in cui 
l’esperienza individuale si trasforma in narrazione pubblica e in cui le soggettività femminili si 
configurano come posizionamenti plurali e situati, attraversati da relazioni di potere che intrecciano 
genere, corporeità, neurodivergenza e norme sociali (Migliarini, 2023). In linea con gli studi che leggono 
l’umorismo come pratica discorsiva implicata nei processi di costruzione dell’identità e delle 
diseguaglianze (Weaver & Lockyer, 2024), il nodo centrale della ricerca consiste nel mostrare come la 
stand-up comedy possa operare non solo come forma di intrattenimento, ma come pratica di 
produzione di conoscenza situata e come dispositivo di resistenza simbolica ed empowerment 
(Blackburn, 2018). 
 
La cornice teorica integra la prospettiva intersezionale (Crenshaw, 1989; Collins, 2018; Corbisiero & 
Nocenzi, 2022) con gli studi culturali e quelli sulla pedagogia pubblica, assumendo la cultura popolare 
come spazio privilegiato di costruzione degli immaginari sociali e di apprendimento informale (Giroux, 
2004; Zannoni, 2013).  L’intersezionalità si configura come critica all’idea di una femminilità universale 
e come strumento per leggere le soggettività come esiti di configurazioni relazionali di potere, applicata 
all’analisi della cultura popolare consente di interpretare la stand-up comedy come una forma di 
narrazione performativa in cui l’autobiografia diventa risorsa politica e conoscitiva, capace di generare 
contro-narrazioni rispetto ai modelli normativi di genere (Weaver & Lockyer, 2024). 
 
Dal punto di vista metodologico, la ricerca adotta un approccio qualitativo fondato sull’assunzione 
dell’intersezionalità come metodologia di analisi della cultura popolare (Edwards & Esposito, 2020). Il 
corpus è costituito da monologhi tratti dalle performance delle stand-up comedian Sofia Gottardi e 
Serena Bongiovanni, sottoposti a trascrizione e a una codifica tematico-discorsiva orientata 
all’individuazione dei nuclei narrativi ricorrenti, delle configurazioni intersezionali delle soggettività 
messe in scena e delle strategie di rovesciamento ironico dei modelli normativi di femminilità. Infine, 
l’analisi combina una lettura discorsivo-narrativa, un’analisi intersezionale dei posizionamenti identitari 
e una frame analysis dei dispositivi di risignificazione simbolica (Mendonça & Simões, 2022). 
 
I risultati mostrano come i monologhi trasformino esperienze di marginalizzazione in narrazioni 
pubblicamente intelligibili, producendo saperi femministi di resistenza ed empowerment. Attraverso 
l’umorismo, le performer rendono visibili le asimmetrie di potere che attraversano le femminilità e 
contribuiscono alla costruzione di immaginari alternativi nella cultura popolare. La stand-up comedy 
emerge così come una forma di pedagogia pubblica femminista che ridefinisce il rapporto tra 
femminilità, intersezionalità ed empowerment nello spazio della cultura popolare (Giroux, 2004; 
Edwards & Esposito, 2020).  
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In 2015, artist Patrizia Bonardi founded the association Dialogo fra artisti e sociologi (Dialogue between 
artists and sociologists, ArtistSociologist BACS) with the aim of promoting a dialogue between artists to 
redefine care and social justice, with the aim of denouncing and criticizing those conditions that violate 
human life and dignity. The association's actions cover every area proposed by the call: the posture of 
shared care, the reflective posture, the non-hegemonic posture, the plural posture, and the affective 
posture. The collective work "Cascata di Annodamenti Collettivi," conceived by Patrizia Bonardi, which 
brought together artists, ordinary citizens of various ages, sociologists, and art experts, proposes a 
transdisciplinary and intersectional methodology.  
 
Over the past year, Patrizia Bonardi has initiated actions of testimony against the genocide in Palestine, 
creating the only Italian work that will be present at Palazzo Morra during the 2026 Venice Biennale, 
within the Palestinian Museum Group Exhibition (because the Biennale has not yet designated a pavilion 
for Palestine). The latest Group Exhibition, "Feminists for Gaza," promoted by ArtistSociologist, was 
curated by Eliana Como (a trade unionist and art historian who is constantly present in the media), and 
will feature the contribution of journalist Vanessa Roghi (RadioRai 3). 
 
Bonardi's artistic and political activism aims to define a new humanism, often approached in the history 
of ideas through artistic, poetic, and musical language, the only one capable of uniting heart and mind: 
"the intelligence of the heart" to re-acknowledge the centrality of being a person. 
 
Luce Irigaray stated that "for the work of sexual difference to take place, a revolution of thought and 
ethics is needed. Everything must be reinterpreted in the relationships between the subject and 
discourse, the subject and the world, the subject and the cosmos, the microcosm and the macrocosm" 
(1998). So much so that today Anita Baier sees the maternal relationship as a moral experience in the 
quality of the relationship with the other, not in its possession. Relationships based on trust must be 
established, where new feminine values "challenge and challenge the individualism of rights." Hiacynte 
Ravet, a contemporary sociologist, defines the category of "shared authority" (2019) from this 
perspective to emancipate oneself from the matricentric system (Murgia 2004). 
 
A historic example in sociology was Jane Addams, who received the Nobel Peace Prize (1931) for 
founding the "Women's International League for Peace and Freedom," working to achieve disarmament 
and agreements between the great powers. Today, we admire the efforts, sadly unheeded, of Palestinian 
and Israeli women, who in 2016 marched in their hundreds along the borders of the two countries and 
then towards Jerusalem, singing "Prayer of the Mothers" to affirm the need for peace. 
 
The materials often used by Patrizia Bonardi are beeswax and bandages, symbols of care and healing 
for every wound, just as sociologist Joan C. Tronto proposes the politicization of care as a powerful 
conceptual tool for any political theory and calls for the construction of a new idea of humanity and 
democracy, rethought starting from care and the effects it would produce on social reality. 
 
Patrizia Bonardi will present the video of her collective work. 
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In this paper, the personhood of Moana Pozzi and her history are approached trough the theoretical 
framework of besideness as positioning (Sedgwick, 2003) as an icon and sex worker existing between 
heteropatriarchal narratives and self-determination, submission and emancipation. Sex work 
constitutes a highly gendered labour in which femininity is framed through the tension between 
commodification and care labour (Federici, 2004), as well as through the feminist critiques of 
sexualization in media and sexism as a social practice (Paasonen at al., 2011). Both heteropatriarchal 
discourses and feminist debates often appear unable to address sex work without outside the binary 
opposition of agency versus victimhood, thereby reducing the complexity of sex workers’ positionality 
to moral dichotomies (Zelmanova, 2024). Moreover, sex worker agency is frequently articulated through 
a neoliberal notion of empowerment that obscures the systematic violence produced by capitalist 
structures and gendered labour regimes (Nagle, 1997). 
 
This paper reads the life and public self-representation of Moana Pozzi as an attempt to produce 
situated knowledge from sex workers’ experiences as a method to question the inherent male gaze 
embedded in the construction of epistemic knowledge itself (Rojas, 2024).  It adopts an intersectional 
methodology grounded in materialist, ethical and intuitive feminism (Galindo, 2025) and in porn studies 
analysis of the role of sex work in shaping the construction of femininity (Mulvey, 1989; Williams, 1989). 
During her lifetime, Pozzi publicly claimed agency within a highly commodified and gendered labour 
sector, while simultaneously being exposed to multiple forms of stigma and discursive disqualification. 
At the same time, she became an ob/scene icon - a process in which a porn star enters the “normal” 
media sphere, similar to what happened to Rocco Siffredi, (Maina & Zecca, 2024). This “obiquity” was 
grounded in her perceived exceptionality (her elegance, eloquence, cultural capital and intellectual 
family background), which implicitly reinforced the violent normative expectations of how a sex worker 
should be. After her death, Moana was subject to a process of posthumous “sanctification”, whereby 
she was retrospectively framed both as a misunderstood figure ahead of her time and as a victim of the 
pornographic and television industries. These narratives ultimately converge in a form of 
depoliticisation that reinscribes women within a sexual imaginary in which they appear simultaneously 
dehumanised and hypersexualised (Attwood, 2006; Irigaray, 1977). 
 
This depoliticisation has also hindered a critical interrogation of masculinity in Italian society: many of 
Moana Pozzi’s films centered male pleasure rooted in coercion and deceit- hallmarks of rape culture 
(Despentes, 2006). This contradiction between her agency and the pornographic imaginary must be 
situated within a pornographic and media landscape intersecting industry, politics and television during 
the 1970s, culminating in the objectifying representations of Berlusconi-era television that profoundly 
shaped contemporary Italian masculinity (Zanardo, 2010) 
 
The objective of this paper is to open a critical examination- within the discourse of sexuality and 
gendered economies of desire- of how agency is differentially recognized depending on its alignment 
with respectable, desexualised or care-oriented models of femininity. The paper further situates sex 
work within the broader framework of feminised labour, arguing that the hypervisibility of sexual labour 
functions as a site where structural violence, moral regulation, market logics, politics and spectacle 
society converge (Bernstein, 2007). Through this lens, Moana Pozzi emerges as a figure that makes 
visible the limits of liberal narratives of empowerment as well as the risks of reductive victimization 
paradigms. 
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Performance  

S-vestirsi, Opera Visuale 

Angela Zurlo, Marta Zurlo, angela.zurlo@gmail.com 
 
Italian society has long exercised, and continues to exercise, control over women’s bodies and minds, 
a distinguishing trait of patriarchal systems. Yet women have always claimed instruments to resist male 
domination. Embroidery and drawing, for example, along with stories passed down from one generation 
to the next, express a female universe striving for self-determination. These arts have taken on different 
forms across generations, evolving into something new: an expression of femininities in constant 
transformation. 
 
A needle, a simple pen, or a pencil become instruments for writing stories from a female perspective, 
giving voice to the women of the past who transmitted their knowledge. The arts reveal women’s power 
to intervene in the collective imagination and subvert the established order. 
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Session 9 - Intersectional research methodologies, approaches and 
practices 

The use of dark romance: exploring the sexual and feminist literacy of bookish users on Reddit. 
The case of The Cat and Mouse Duet’ of D. H. Carlton 
 
Claudia Cantale, University of Catania, claudia.cantale@unict.it  
Guido Anselmi , University of Catania, guido.anselmi@unict.it 
Irene Di Mauro, University of Catania, irenedimauro1908@gmail.com  
 
keywords: sexual capital; income; dark romance; algorithmic culture; consensual non-consent 
romance  
 
Dark romance is a subgenre of contemporary romantic fiction that reworks the traditional structure of 
romance through the integration of violent, morally ambiguous, or transgressive relational dynamics, 
such as non-consent, stalking, erotic domination, and fantasies of possession, presented within a love 
plot (see Illouz 2015; Violi 2020).  
 
As is well known, the sexual initiation of female characters occurs through sexually explicit material 
(SEM) with particular attention to the graphic description of traumatic and violent events, dark desires 
and paraphilias. According to a socio-material interpretation, this narrative subgenre has the character 
of a situated media practice, shared, produced and interpreted within neoliberal platform ecosystems, 
whose discursive practices develop in contexts of algorithmic culture (see Cantale 2024). Paraphrasing 
Eva Illouz (Qr1), we might say that people passionate about dark romance derive from or confer upon 
the narrative text something (self-help) with which to identify, in order to improve and enhance their 
own sensuality, thereby contributing in some way also to their (post or anti) feminist flourishing, 
although fragmented and strongly personalized (Fenton, Barassi 2011). 
 
The promotion of sex-positive feminism (see Cole 2014), in romance fiction is often framed within the 
concept of raunch culture. The obscene aesthetic employs explicit and deliberately vulgar language 
and imagery inspired by pornography. In raunch culture, as Virginie Despentes (2006) writes, the 
objectification and commodification of the female body become self-objectification, in open 
opposition to traditional feminist approaches (see Levy, 2006), since the body is depoliticized in order 
to become an instrument of neoliberalism (Jones 2012). 
 
It should however be emphasized that the revendication of raunch culture through dark romance does 
not occur in neutral environments, since digital platforms influence forms and polarize discourses 
around the consumption and use of sex and eroticism in popular literature in favour of logics of profit. 
The posture of self-help cannot be separated from machine habitus and algorithmic culture. 
Discourses on intimacy, sexuality and romantic desire must be framed within the grammars and 
vernaculars of platforms such as Wattpad, AO3 and TikTok. In the controversial publishing case The Cat 
and Mouse Duet by H. D. Carlton, a dark romance saga in which the young writer Adeline is stalked and 
raped by Zade with whom she will then have a “romantic” relationship, the main tropes (cons / non-
cons / rape / stalker / possessive h) become erotic repertoires to be exploited for the purposes of 
positioning within communities of enthusiasts of the genre. 
 
The analysis of the discourses circulating on three booklover subreddits (r/darkromance; r/romantasy; 
r/romancebooks) (see Kozinets 2015; Marcus 1995; Hine 2000) highlights the relationship between the 
tropes of dark romance (follow the things), their circulation in comparison with feminist debates and 
discussions on the sexual education of bookish readers (follow the natives), and the functioning of 
social reading platforms (follow the media). The result is that the (post)-feminism promoted by dark 
romance is mainly based on three narrative ideologies: 
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Romanticized vision: violence and dubious consent belong to the sphere of the desire to be possessed 
and dominated by “real men”.  Informed vision (Pitch Black Vision): violence is recognized as a 
traumatic event of which narrative becomes a bearer.  Fiction/non-fiction vision: narrative has a 
function of emotional and imaginative release and not that of expressing or conveying moral judgments. 
Dark romance is not responsible for antifeminism. 
 
On the other hand, romance fiction is configured as a manual of instructions on sexual activity and 
gender-based violence which in digital ecosystems tends to polarize and fragment questions relating 
to rape and consent in the direction of a “premodern capitalist romanticism” (Fraser 1999; Illouz 2025), 
in which sexual relations are associated with male protection, legitimizing male domination (Bourdieu 
1998). 
  



From femininity to femininities. Rehearsal for an intersectional gender paradigm – Book of Abstract 

60 
 

LGBTQIA+ Refugees in Italy: Convergences between Constructivist Grounded Theory and 
Intersectionality for the Study of Plural Identities  
 
Alice Levy, University of Pisa, alice.levy@phd.unipi.it  
 
Keywords: LGBTQIA+ Refugees; Intersectionality; Constructivist Grounded Theory; Queer Migration 
Studies; Reflexivity 
 
The intersectionality paradigm (Crenshaw, 1989), although widely debated at a theoretical level, still 
presents significant challenges in its translation into empirical research practices and the reflexive 
processes it implies, especially when applied to hard-to-reach populations subject to systemic 
invisibilization and marginalization.  
 
The present contribution addresses these challenges by proposing Kathy Charmaz's (2006) 
Constructivist Grounded Theory (CGT) as a particularly adequate methodological approach for studying 
the complexity of intersectional identities. Drawing on preliminary considerations emerging from an 
ongoing doctoral research project on the biographical trajectories of LGBTQIA+ refugees in Italy during 
the post-asylum phase, this paper proposes a methodological-theoretical reflection, highlighting the 
points of convergence between the intersectional perspective and the methodological stance of CGT in 
the study of identity construction dynamics.  
 
Thanks to the flexibility and creativity inherent in this methodology — based on the iterative nature of 
the research process and the use of "sensitizing concepts" (Blumer, 1969), which are by nature open 
and modifiable — it is possible to analyze participants' lived experiences without reducing them to static 
categories or pre-established labels, reading identities as processes negotiated daily through 
interactions. The added value of CGT in the present research context lies in its capacity to generate a 
situated theory, anchored in the voices and meanings attributed by LGBTQIA+ refugees to their own 
experiences.  
 
A fundamental presupposition of this methodological framework, on which the contribution focuses, is 
the concept of methodological self-consciousness (Charmaz, 2006), namely the self-reflexivity 
required of the researcher throughout the entire inquiry process. This stance implies a constant 
reflection on one's own positionalities (in terms of gender, class, ethnicity, etc.), and on their impact 
across all phases of the process, from the identification of participants and observational contexts to 
the co-construction of data and their interpretation. The reflexive gaze also extends to the relationship 
with institutional and associational gatekeepers who, while being fundamental figures for field access, 
may also act as influential actors in the mediation of essentialized identity narratives.  
 
The outlined framework allows for holding together the analysis of oppressive structures (macro level) 
and the exploration of subjective meanings (micro level), bringing to light "micropolitics of resistance" 
and forms of situated agency. The aim of the study is to develop a complex narrative that avoids both a 
victimizing stance and an excessive "romanticization" of LGBTQIA+ refugees' agency, typical of the so-
called migration-to-liberation narrative (Chossière, 2022; Murray, 2014), which risks ignoring the 
persistent structural barriers in the post-asylum context. The research thus aims to become an 
instrument of visibility for systematically discriminated and excluded subjectivities.  
 
In conclusion, the discussion opens towards adopting a sociological practice that, recognizing the 
power asymmetries intrinsic to the research process, does not limit itself to observing inequalities, but 
recognizes and unveils the intersectional dynamics that traverse the production of knowledge itself.  
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Queer methodologies as practices of resistance in academic knowledge production 

Alessandra Panno, University of Palermo, alessandra.panno@unipa.it 
Christian Di Carlo, University of Palermo, christian.dicarlo@unipa.it 
 
Keywords: Queer methodologies; Epistemological resistance; Situated knowledge; Minority stress; 
Occupational stress 
 

This contribution examines how queer researchers who adopt queer methodologies are continually 
compelled to negotiate their resistance with the normative expectations of academia. Navigating the 
tension between the pressure to conform to traditional methodological standards and the desire to 
engage in non-conventional research practices, queer scholars experience a constant negotiation 
between institutional recognition and epistemological dissent. 
 
Queer methodologies are explored here not only as an object of analysis but also as an active 
methodological approach that shapes both the structure of the research and its underlying 
epistemological assumptions. Rooted in a rejection of fixed categories and normative academic 
standards, these methodologies prioritize positionality, shared experience, and the instability of 
meaning. Rather than aiming for generalizable knowledge, the research embraces partial, situated 
perspectives and critical reflexivity, challenging conventional notions of validity, objectivity, and 
neutrality. It incorporates autoethnographic elements and emotional reflexivity as methodological 
tools. By adopting this approach, the research challenges the institutional imperative for disembodied 
and decontextualized inquiry, affirming instead queer knowledge as inherently embodied, contingent, 
and politically situated. 
 
Through semi-structured interviews with queer researchers, the study employs an intentionally non-
linear, relational, and open-ended approach, aligned with queer theory’s resistance to rigorousness and 
linearity. Interviews are not treated as neutral data, but as co-constructed narratives shaped by shared 
vulnerabilities, power dynamics, and the affective labor of speaking from queer and precarious 
positions within academia. This methodological choice foregrounds the ethical and political 
dimensions of the research and underscores the need to render knowledge production processes 
visible as embodied and situated relations. 
 
Special attention is given to the forms of stress experienced by queer researchers in academic contexts, 
analyzed through the intersection of the Minority Stress model and the concept of occupational stress. 
This intersection helps illuminate how the stress faced by queer researchers arises not solely from 
identity-based stigma nor merely from material and structural conditions of academic labor, but from 
the ways these two spheres intersect and reinforce one another. Academic norms such as universalism, 
epistemic normativity, and disciplinary marginalization act as systemic forces of exclusion and 
pressure, making queer presence in spaces of knowledge production particularly vulnerable, yet 
politically significant. Within this condition of vulnerability, however, there emerges a form of 
epistemological and methodological resistance that, despite its ongoing negotiation with institutional 
structures, persistently challenges their very foundations. 
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Gender diversity in organizations: Intersectionality to reconfigure power relations between 
genders 
 
Laura Falci. PhD in Communication, Social Research and Marketing, laufalci1991@gmail.com  
 
Keywords: diversity, equity, and inclusion in organizations, intersectionality, social complexity, 
inequality regimes, social recognition 
 
This contribution outlines a doctoral research project aimed at investigating the management and 
promotion of diversity related to age, gender and gender identity, sexual orientation, ethnic/cultural 
background, disability, and other factors within organizational systems, as well as their broader impact 
on contemporary society. As part of processes of social complexity – ranging from demographic and 
labor changes to the resulting social, regulatory, economic, and organizational transformations – this 
topic falls within the sociological interest in exploring and understanding the intersections between 
individual, social, cultural, and organizational dimensions that revolve around and evolve in relation to 
these constructs (Falci, 2025).  
 
The research employed focused interviews with ten Italian and ten Portuguese respondents, experts in 
sociological, organizational, regulatory, and economic disciplines. Starting from diversity and its 
management within organizational systems, it will be addressed the challenge of integrating individual 
dimensions with more socially rooted aspects (Ferrara, 2014) – linked to collective experiences of 
belonging, the struggle for social recognition (Honneth, 2002), and inequalities – by exploring how 
individual experiences and social dynamics intertwine in the (re)production of inequality regimes (Acker, 
2006) within the continuous interplay between organizational and social contexts, as well as in the 
process of individual and collective empowerment (Colella, 2025). 
 
For this purpose, drawing on the empirical findings, this study discusses the use of broad categories to 
restore collective identities weakened by the extreme fragmentation of diversity within organizations, 
focusing on the role organizations play as political arenas and systems of power (cf. Basaglia, Cuomo, 
and Simonella, 2022; Zanoni, 2014). From this perspective, intersectional sociology serves as a key tool 
for challenging the rigidity and stability of traditional and universal categories (Tatli and Özbilgin, 2012), 
as it highlights the risks associated with an excessive emphasis on differences and the uniqueness of 
individual experiences, which may contribute to the weakening of collective claims, the depoliticization 
of structural variables, and the obscuring of the central role of power mechanisms in situated contexts. 
At the same time, it refocuses attention on the systems of oppression and domination that shape 
individual experiences. In this sense, intersectionality is crucial for understanding the future directions 
of social change, by examining the interconnected ways in which social structures produce and 
reinforce power imbalances depending on spatio-temporal contexts (cf. Corbisiero and Nocenzi, 2022); 
in the study of organizational practices, it expresses its political purpose by revealing and drawing 
attention to the dynamics of social power associated with them (Monaci, 2011).  
 
In this framework, intersectionality, mediating between social and organizational issues and 
complicating established social categories without deconstructing them, centers on the experience of 
people who recognize themselves at the intersection of multiple conditions (cf. De Vita, 2014) – for 
example, being both a woman and young (cf. Manzi, Caleo, and Heilman, 2024; Falci, 2023). Indeed, 
this contribution explores the working conditions of women to reconfigure gender power dynamics, in 
light of the persistent structural and cultural forms of segregation and discrimination that foster and 
reinforce inequalities, addressing the issue of the sharing of care and its relational redefinition from a 
female responsibility to a shared social competence. 
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Bodies and identity in the world of contemporary music. Female subjectivity between practices of 
resistance and symbolic violence 
 
Stefania Moscara, University of Salento, stefania.moscara@unisalento.it 
 
Keywords: gender bias, body identity, sociology of emotions, symbolic violence, music industry 
 
This article explores how the emergence and growing visibility of issues such as the critique of the 
gender gap and the advocacy for body positivity in the music industry - promoted by female musicians, 
content creators, and activists - foster a reflective stance capable of undermining the foundations of 
male dominance.  
 
This shifting social sensibility fuels a conflict between agency and social organizations, where women’s 
professional, political, and cultural recognition is often subordinated to specific bodily performativity 
and systematic devaluation practices in the workplace. Womanhood is historically a “being-perceived” 
(Bourdieu, 1998), that is, an identity constituted reactively in relation to the male gaze. Patriarchal 
society and the gender stereotypes associated with it operate through symbolic and structural 
mechanisms that, inscribed in habitus and social fields, help shape and legitimize female subjectivities 
that conform to male tastes.  
 
In the music industry, women have a more fragile “status shield” (Hochschild, 2003), making them 
targets of abuse if they fail to meet social expectations; studying violence as a social mechanism helps 
us understand how mansplaining, fat-shaming, and the disciplining of bodies are attempts to restore 
that male control which, according to Giddens, reacts aggressively to the loss of female complicity.  
Some figures, however, through a reflective project of the self (Giddens, 1992), intervene in this field of 
forces by transforming the body from an object for others into a body for itself (Bourdieu, 1998), fostering 
an activation that asserts its own existence beyond the parameters of male desirability. The 
construction of networks and collective practices to counter gender inequalities in the music industry -
barriers to entry, the glass ceiling, the sexualization of the female body as a requirement for visibility, 
body shaming - shapes a new plural and feminist stance that integrates multiple identities and 
alternative models of artistic representation and legitimation.  
 
In this regard, this paper aims to highlight emerging cultural and communicative practices such as 
artistic collectives, awareness campaigns, and posters. Among these, we examine projects such as La 
Cantautrice and Equaly, which promote gender equality and visibility for marginalized groups. These 
experiences will be discussed and analyzed in relation to shifts in the relationship between identity and 
gender, as well as the spaces for reflection and processes of subjectivation they activate. From this 
perspective, we aim to highlight how these practices contribute to opening new discursive horizons 
oriented toward intersectionality, redefining the modes of access, participation, and recognition within 
the music industry.  
 
In conclusion, the existence of a thematic fabric that unites artists, activists, and content creators 
transforms the entire structure of the social edifice, promoting a democratization of personal life 
(Giddens, 1992). This fabric is founded on equality, mutual recognition, and emotional communication; 
the bond between the artist and their audience (and among colleagues) is no longer mediated 
exclusively by profit, but by a quest for authenticity that stands in opposition to the commodification of 
feelings and bodies, discrimination, and misogyny. Social bonds and processes of empowerment are 
thus redefined, marking the transition from femininity as a biological destiny to femininity as a field of 
possibility and political resistance.   
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Performance 
 
Artwork title: “The Suspension of Time”. Women’s Care Work: Between Necessity and Choice 
 
Paola Giustini, Fotografa, esperta nell'utilizzo della fotografia nelle relazioni di cura, 
https://www.networkitalianofototerapia.it/il-network/ 
Cristina Nuñez, fotografa-formatrice-artista, https://selfportrait-experience.com/about/ 
 
Keywords: Femininity masculinity, care work, photograph, time 
 
In the extended patriarchal family, care work was unquestionably the responsibility of women. It was a 
burden shared amongst many, but, in any case, no one could escape it; care was their responsibility. 
Today, most families consist of a small nuclear unit comprising only parents and children, and that 
burden can no longer be shared. Women take on additional roles, both professional and otherwise, yet 
caregiving remains their responsibility. However, a shift is emerging in the nature of care; and although 
it remains an inescapable necessity, one can attempt to choose how to experience it. And even those is 
the centre of it can try to live that part of their story as active participants in a journey, in a relationship 
that can even transform the roles of carer and cared-for.  
 
This is the path we experienced with my father in the final stage of his life, where we tried not to let the 
illness take over, and where photography was the essential tool for creating a space for connection. The 
photos that form part of the project tell this story and aim, on the one hand, to portray a new femininity, 
one that does not merely accept the role of carer as a duty, but chooses it and shapes it in her own 
image, without hiding the suffering or the occasional desire to escape it; and on the other hand, to 
portray a masculinity that is no longer afraid to let go, to reveal and show its vulnerabilities, to admit that 
it needs help and has the courage to ask for it—not to demand it—and experiences this as a choice to 
share.  
 
The photographs I present span three years of life, in constant dialogue with a past that tells the same 
story of care. It is still possible to find a time and a place to be together, perhaps in a different way, but 
certainly just as intense as that time when all that mattered was tenderness: the suspended time of 
childhood. Using the Spex method learnt during my training with the photographer, trainer and artist 
Cristina Nuñez, I put together a diary that narrates a piece of the life of a daughter and a father. 
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Session 10 - Migrant, diasporic and transnational femininity 
 
 

An Exploratory Investigation of the Social and Identity Practices of Migrant Women in Sicily  
 
Giovanna Di Stefano, Università di Enna “Kore”, giovanna.distefano@unikorestudent.it;  
Lavinia Pia Vaccaro, Università di Enna “Kore”, laviniapia.vaccaro@unikorestudent.it  
 
Keywords: Marginality; Empowerment; Identity; Critical Pedagogy; Decolonization 
 
In the contemporary society ̶ conceived as a Western model of a neo-colonial metropolis ̶ relations with 
alterity tend to reproduce systems of exploitation, subordination, and intersectional discrimination 
(Cho et al., 2013), in continuity with the logics of European colonialism and imperialism (Burgio, 2022). 
Within this context, subjects occupying subaltern positions ̶ non-white, non-Western, non-cisgender, 
non-patriarchal, non-Catholic, and not always formally educated (Quijano, 2002) ̶ risk being relegated 
to the margins of society, both materially and, above all, symbolically.  
 
However, these margins can also be reconfigured as counter-hegemonic spaces of resistance and as 
radical sites of possibility (hooks, 1990), where the mechanisms of the dominant system can be 
unveiled and contested through the narration of alternative experiences, conditions, and life 
trajectories. In this sense, margins become privileged vantage points from which to imagine other 
worlds and transformative perspectives (hooks, 1994). Drawing on the theoretical framework and the 
relevant literature (Lorenzini & Cardellini, 2018; Chiappelli & Bernacchi, 2023), this contribution aims to 
investigate the narratives of women originating from European and non-European contexts and 
currently residing in Sicily. Through their stories, the study seeks to identify potential disorienting 
dilemmas (Mezirow, 2003) and generative themes of critical thinking (Freire, 2004), considering their 
pedagogical implications. 
 
The study examines the ways in which, within diasporic contexts, these women resist injustices and 
violence, reconstruct their life trajectories, elaborate forms of self-representation, build their identities 
through interaction with other cultures, religions, and systems of values, and, finally, perceive the 
Sicilian context while imagining their future perspectives. The aim is therefore to understand how 
participants respond, both individually and collectively, to dominant forms of power. To this end, seven 
in-depth, semi-structured and non-directive interviews (Trinchero, 2022) were conducted with women 
of different nationalities, ages, and professional backgrounds. The findings reveal the enactment of 
strategies aimed at transforming the margin into a radical space of resistance (hooks, 1990) and agency.  
 
The responses, analyzed through Reflexive Thematic Analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2013), highlight a marked 
discrepancy between the stereotypical representation of Sicily as a welcoming place and the lived 
experiences of the participants, characterized by continuous encounters with structural barriers, 
discriminatory practices, and a widespread lack of meritocracy. Although they share the same socio-
economic difficulties experienced by a portion of the local population, the interviewees experience a 
condition of vulnerability exacerbated by their legal, social, and symbolic status. The collected 
narratives thus emerge as fundamental tools for deconstructing the myths of a supposedly 
“welcoming” Italy and of a “first world” free from contradictions.  
 
In light of these findings, the study emphasizes the pedagogical implications anchored in a decolonial 
perspective, with the aim of promoting educational practices centered on the recognition of migrant 
women’s situated knowledge and oriented toward the development of a critical global citizenship.
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Adaptive Return Migration and the pluralization of women’s migrant stories: Gendered agency, 
care, and structural constraints in Poland and Morocco  
 
Stellamarina Donato, LUMSA University, Rome, s.donato3@lumsa.it  
Małgorzata Dziekońska, University of Bialystok, Poland, m.dziekonska@uwb.edu 
 
Keywords: Women’s migration; return migration; intersectionality; Gendered agency; Adaptive Return 
Migration 
 
This paper investigates women’s return migration as an intersectional and gendered process shaped by 
the interplay of agency, care responsibilities, social norms, and structural constraints across 
transnational contexts. Utilizing qualitative research with women returnees in Poland and Morocco, the 
study analyzes how return migration is embedded in women’s life courses and negotiated within 
intersecting regimes of gender, family relations, labor markets, migration policies, and cultural 
expectations.  
 
Building on return, migration theories, and feminist scholarship, the paper challenges gender-blind and 
linear approaches to return migration. In this paper, women’s return emerges as a multi-layered and 
relational process, in which decisions are shaped simultaneously by motherhood, partnership status, 
age, educational background, employment trajectories, and experiences of discrimination, cultural 
adjustment, labor market challenges, or diverse socio-cultural contexts. These intersecting factors 
structure both the decision to return and the subsequent processes of re-adaptation in the country of 
origin.  
 
Empirically, the analysis integrates women’s narratives from interviews in two case studies, Poland and 
Morocco, highlighting similarities and differences across contexts. In both countries, women’s return 
decisions are closely linked to care obligations toward children, partners, and ageing parents, as well 
as to changing gendered expectations across the life course. At the same time, women confront 
institutional barriers upon return, including difficulties in labor market reintegration, devaluation of 
skills acquired abroad, bureaucratic obstacles, and renewed pressure to conform to traditional gender 
norms. Despite these constraints, women are not passive returnees.  
 
This paper shows how women exercise agency by renegotiating family roles, pursuing alternative 
employment strategies, maintaining transnational ties, or selectively adapting professional and cultural 
practices acquired during the migration process. Such strategies illustrate the plurality of contemporary 
femininities and how migration and return can both challenge and reproduce gender hierarchies, 
depending on context.  
 
The paper proposes the Adaptive Return Migration (ARM) concept model as a framework that captures 
these intersectional dynamics, conceptualizing return not as a fixed outcome but as an evolving process 
with multiple possible trajectories, including full re-adaptation, hybrid transnational arrangements, or 
renewed migration. By centering women’s migration experiences, the paper contributes to 
intersectional gender studies and proposes a relational understanding of femininity as a negotiated and 
context-dependent field shaped by mobility, care, exertion of agency and structural constraints.  
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“I Want to Become a Photographer”: Intersectional Vulnerabilities and Horizons of Possibility in 
Migrant Women’s Biographies  
 
Antonio Leone, University of Molise, antonio.leone@unimol.it 
Amarjit Singh, University of Molise, amarjit.singh@unimol.it 
 
Keywords: intersectionality, migrant women; capabilities; labour integration; plural femininity  
 
In the contemporary context, women's migration experiences are often marked by life trajectories 
crossed by gender norms and the interconnection of overlapping inequalities that fuel processes of 
precarity and produce forms of violence that are both overt and hidden. These vulnerabilities, which are 
intersectional in nature (Collins, 2022), affect integration processes and, in particular, access to the 
labour market, placing migrant women in power imbalances that increases the risk of marginalisation 
and exploitation.  
 
The paper presents the results of qualitative research conducted in Molise as part of the SOLEIL project, 
based on life stories, interviews, focus groups, participants’ CVs, and intake forms collected during job 
orientation activities.  
 
From the narratives of migrant women, a state of liminality frequently emerges, marked by the 
coexistence of previous socio-cultural norms — such as specific representations of the female role in 
the communities of origin and the central role of care work — and new experiences in the context of 
arrival, often characterized by stigma and discrimination. The result is forms of femininity called to 
redefine the self as a result of the migratory experience, but which continues to move within a normative 
socio-cultural framework capable of outlining its boundaries, expectations and possibilities of action. 
In this context, the need to accept jobs that are socially and symbolically placed, in traditionally female 
dominated sectors and often attributed to migrant women — care work, catering, agricultural labourers 
(Ambrosini, 2013) — coexists with existential and professional paths that, on the contrary, are marked 
by reflexive orientations and aimed at the development of capabilities (Sen, 1985). In this second case, 
it is a question of women’s social trajectories that, in a situated way, become practicable only within the 
migration experience, bringing out gender identities performed out in diverse ways (Butler, 2013), i.e. no 
longer fixed and stable, but plural and subject to redefinition in the context of arrival.  
 
The case of a woman in a reception centre who aspires to pursue a career as a professional 
photographer highlights, in this perspective, how migration can broaden the horizon of the possible and 
triggers biographical renegotiation and gender expectations.  
 
In peripheral regions such as Molise, marked by demographic decline and a growing migrant presence, 
female migration makes the tension between the two orientations described particularly evident. On 
the one hand, the reproduction of normative model of femininity, also supported by essentialist 
frameworks; on the other, the emergence and possible recognition of multiple femininities. In this 
perspective, the paper questions which direction Molise context — in its institutions, social networks 
and employment opportunities in the near future — will tend to privilege, moving towards a model of 
femininity "in the singular" or enhancing plural female trajectories emerging from processes of 
integration and social transformation.   
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The shaping of institutional violence in the migration path: the perspective of female community 
representatives in Sicily 

Rafaela Hilario Pascoal, University of Palermo, rafaeladaconceicao.hilariopascoal@unipa.it 

Keywords: Institutional Violence; symbolic violence; migrant women; cultural capital; Italy. 

The foundational conceptualisation of institutional violence, coined by Curtin and Litke (1999), has 
significantly contributed to the development of scholarship at a global level, on violence exercised by 
professionals who wield power in an asymmetrical relationships, particularly towards migrant women 
(Freedman 2016; Hourani et al. 2022; Sahraoui & Freedman 2022; Pérez-Martín et al. 2025).  

Despite the explicit concerns raised by GREVIO1 (2020) about discriminatory practices by Italian law 
enforcement, judicial actors, and service providers toward migrant women, the issue of institutional 
violence against this social group remains marginally addressed in Italian academic discourse, 
especially regarding migrant women with high cultural capital. Some Italian scholars have dissected 
and translated institutional violence as structural violence when institutions perpetrate torture and 
discrimination against migrants (Perocco 2023). Other scholars have explored the gendered 
dimensions of institutional exclusion, such as the restricted access of migrant women to public welfare 
and protection services (Di Matteo 2022; Pinelli & Giuliani 2023), as well as state-sanctioned violence 
within asylum and reception systems (Samnick & Michelis 2024; Pitzalis, 2020).  

In asymmetrical relationships, occurring within and beyond institutional spaces, symbolic violence 
(Bourdieu 1998) is perpetrated as a ritualistic and natural process of injustice against women, often 
structurally camouflaged in patriarchal settings (Bartholini 2026). This research, conducted through 10 
in-depth interviews with migrant women recognised as community representatives and possessing 
high cultural capital, aims at identifying the structural drivers of symbolic violence against migrant 
women within institutional settings and how migrant women with a high cultural capital shape their 
responses to it. 

  

 
1 GREVIO – Group of Experts on Action against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence ̶  is the body of 
independent experts responsible for monitoring the implementation by the parties of the Council of Europe Convention 

on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention). 
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Decolonized Silences: The Intrabody and the Resignification of Existence in Maya Women of 
Yucatán  
 
Maria Grazia Terrana, University of Granada, yc0936670@correo.ugr.es 
 
Keywords: Maya Woman, Body, Intrabody, Corporeality, Biotemporality 
 
In light of a presumed immutable essence of the feminine, this paper aims to highlight those aspects 
that, until now, have remained hidden or only marginally explored within anthropological and feminist 
inquiry. Drawing from the notion of the Intrabody – a term designating the “internal consciousness of the 
body” or, more precisely, a “middle ground” where the visceral feeling of the soul enters into dialogue 
with the body – the investigation seeks to restore a perspective capable of grasping and interpreting the 
perception of the natural and real image of the Maya woman of Yucatán and her body, through the 
concepts of Body and Corporeality. 
 
The choice to address this subject develops along two fundamental lines. On one hand, there is the 
intent to promote a communicative action that restores meaning to the existential terrain of life; that is, 
a discourse that does not merely describe reality but contributes to giving it sense, recognizing the value 
of the experiences and narratives of Maya women. This approach implies a reflection on history, culture, 
and the perception of the female body within a worldview that has often been filtered and distorted by 
external perspectives, particularly the European one introduced through colonization.  
 
On the other hand, the objective aims for an “epistemic cleansing”, that is, the removal of the 
interpretative superstructures imposed by colonial and patriarchal thought, to restore the image of the 
Maya woman to her original condition, as close as possible to her historical and cultural authenticity. 
This entails analyzing the representations of the Maya female body in pre-Columbian sources, colonial 
chronicles, and contemporary studies, in order to distinguish between what belongs to indigenous 
tradition and what is the result of subsequent cultural superposition.  
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Session 11 - Emerging forms of masculinity and non-hegemonic relational 
dynamics 

 
Popular Masculinities and Intersectional Tensions: The Construction of Masculine Desirability 
between Urban Peripheries and TikTok 
 
Roberto Graziano, University Federico II of Naples, robertograziano17@gmail.com 
 
Keywords: Desirable masculinity, TikTok, digital sociology, urban peripheries, gender studies 
 
This contribution presents part of an ongoing research project devoted to the construction of desirable 
masculinity in Italian urban peripheries, currently under development for journal publication. In this 
context, the focus is placed on the implications for gender studies and intersectionality, interrogating 
the relationship between cultural transformations, class position, and platformised visibility. 
 
The study examines how the historical and cultural roots of desirable masculinity are reproduced and 
updated through TikTok’s digital trends. In particular, it analyses three subcultural phenomena emerging 
from the peripheries of Naples, Rome, and Milan, Malessere, Maranza, and Coatti, which have gained 
wide visibility on the platform. These configurations, rooted in popular contexts and characterised by 
specific aesthetic and behavioural practices, propose models of masculinity grounded in traditional 
repertoires reactivated and made circulable through algorithmic virality. 
 
The qualitative analysis of 150 TikTok profiles highlights how representations centred on respect, 
dominance, jealousy, control over gender relations, bodily discipline, and symbolic consumption 
configure recognisable models of masculine legitimacy. These elements, far from being exclusively 
digital products, find their conditions of possibility in autochthonous contexts where class position, 
territorial belonging, and gender hierarchies intersect. Through a theoretical re-elaboration grounded in 
the concept of habitus, the contribution shows how everyday practices, incorporated dispositions, and 
aesthetic codes tend to sediment in common sense and become naturalised over time, first through 
traditional media and later through digital media. 
 
From an intersectional perspective, the visibility afforded by the platform does not necessarily 
correspond to linear processes of gender transformation. Despite significant cultural changes 
promoted by feminist struggles and critical masculinity studies, there remain social contexts in which 
such transformations have not achieved full legitimacy. In this sense, TikTok operates as a device of 
observability and comparison, rendering visible and at times normalising situated repertoires of 
hegemonic masculinity that become recognisable, imitable, and commentable beyond their original 
territorial settings. 
 
The contribution thus seeks to stimulate reflection on the uneven circulation of gender change and on 
the persistence of masculine configurations rooted in popular contexts, interrogating the role of digital 
platforms in their contemporary amplification. 
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Emerging Forms of ‘Muslim Masculinities’: Forced Migration and Precarious Living 
Conditions 
 
Saeid Mozafar, University of Göttingen, Germany, saeid.mozafari@uni-goettingen.de 
Halime Ünal Reşitoğlu, Ankara Yildirim Beyazit University, unalresitogluhalime@aybu.edu.tr 
 
Keywords: Forced Migration, Muslim Masculinities, Syrian Refugees, Poverty 
 
Migration studies have increasingly examined masculinities in contexts of forced migration. However, 
the ways in which refugee men’s notions of masculinity are challenged under new living conditions 
remain underexplored. In particular, there is still a need for a deeper understanding of the 
transformations or fractures that refugee men experience in their masculinities.  
 
This study investigates the transformation of Muslim masculinities among Syrian men living in Türkiye, 
shaped by the intersecting dynamics of displacement and urban poverty. Fieldwork was conducted 
between 2021 and 2022, during the COVID-19 pandemic, through in-depth interviews with 20 Syrian 
refugees, including men, women, and LGBTQI+ individuals, aged 20 to 60, living in predominantly Syrian 
neighbourhoods. Since gender and masculinities can manifest in multiple ways, including the spatial 
organization of homes, bodily performances, and attitudes or discourses toward women and children, 
field observations were also recorded to provide rich qualitative data for analysis.  
 
This study addresses two key questions: how forced migration and precarious living conditions have 
fractured Muslim masculinities, and what new forms have emerged as a result. Accordingly, the findings 
indicate that devastating living conditions such as poverty, unemployment, social exclusion, and ethnic 
discrimination, have led Syrian refugee men to question their masculinities. Based on the findings, 
unemployment plays a vital role in the undermining of masculine values among Syrian men.  
 
Their working conditions can be summarized as follows: Syrian refugees are frequently exploited and 
often unpaid, face recurrent unemployment due to the lack of stable jobs, and receive the lowest wages 
despite labor-intensive working conditions. The transformation of Muslim masculinities varies 
according to factors such as generation and levels of religiosity. Interviews with older Syrian men 
frequently revealed the presence of many religious symbols and indicators, reflected both in their 
responses and in the design of their homes, indicating that traditional patriarchal gender relations 
mediated by religion have been deeply internalized within Syrian refugee families. In contrast, a 
significant characteristic of the second group in our schema is that they are under 35 years of age and 
are not conservative with regard to traditional gender relations; instead, they experience notable 
transformations in their masculinities in Turkey. Young Syrian men who stated that they were able to 
meet their families’ needs more easily in Syria emphasized that in Turkey they feel like failed men despite 
doing their utmost.  
 
This recognition of a fracture in masculinity has facilitated a range of changes in family gender relations, 
including the strengthening of family ties and the emergence of a sense of unity following forced 
migration. Moreover, younger Syrian men increasingly include their wives in household decision-making 
processes and share their emotions with them, reflecting a more egalitarian and collaborative attitude 
toward women.  
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Instagram and LGBTQIA+ tourism in the Mediterranean: between visibility and gender hierarchies  
 
Ciro Prospero, University Federico II of Naples, ciro.prospero@unina.it  
 
Keywords: LGBTQIA+ tourism; Selective inclusivity; Mediterranean; Digital narratives; Instagram 
 
Within LGBTQIA+ tourism, inequalities remain that make some subjectivities more visible and 
narratable than others, especially when the tourism scene is interpreted through homonormative 
lenses and digital infrastructures geared toward male experiences. As a result, inclusivity is not 
synonymous with content simply aimed at a female audience, but rather conditions of access to safety, 
recognition, and legitimacy that impact queer femininity and feminized bodies in different ways. The 
Instagram platform, through its images and captions, as well as hashtags, makes some destinations 
easily identifiable as queer-friendly, while others may be relegated to invisibility.  
 
The study aims to map the landscape of LGBTQIA+ tourism narratives in the Mediterranean Sea area. In 
particular, the contribution seeks to investigate how these narratives construct a type of selective 
inclusivity in which the perspective of gay men can implicitly emerge as the mainstream narrative, while 
also identifying patterns of differences in themes and destinations that reveal the existence of potential 
clusters of visibility in specific areas and locations. Finally, the contribution discusses these 
phenomena as forms of symbolic and algorithmic violence that limit the representation and discursive 
mobility of plural femininities.  
 
The methodological approach is that of nested mixed methods applied to 100,000 public posts 
published between 2015 and 2025 on Instagram, obtained from Meta Content Library using an access 
API compliant with the platform's policies. The key terms included in the search query were terms 
related to LGBTQIA+ identity along with those related to tourism and the names of the 21 Mediterranean 
countries. The pre-processing phase was carried out on Python by cleaning and normalizing the text, 
tokenizing it, and processing the originally multilingual texts. Geographic enrichment was achieved 
through the extraction and disambiguation of toponymic entities with Llama 3.1 locally and validation 
on a random sample of 100 posts. Finally, Latent Dirichlet Allocation was used to extract themes, 
selecting them based on their consistency and interpreting their meaning based on semantic 
association and geography.  
 
The results reveal a geographical metronormativity of narratives in line with the role of metropolises as 
places of critical mass and visibility but problematic from the point of view of sustainability and the 
plurality of femininity. The most common themes are those related to shared everyday experiences and 
concerning hospitality and pride in destinations. However, topics have also emerged that show 
commercial content aimed at male audiences through the use of terms such as “bear,” “gay,” or “boys.” 
In this sense, this evidence suggests that femininity in Mediterranean LGBTQIA+ tourism is produced 
and narrated on Instagram as a context in which visibility and safety continue to be distributed unequally 
and concealed by narratives mostly aimed at male tourism. 
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Queer Identity in Children’s Literature 
 
Marta Selleri, University of Enna “Kore”, marta.selleri@unikorestudent.it 
 
Keywords: children’s literature, queer identity, gender representations and roles 
 
This paper aims to explore the representation of femininity and its various manifestations in 
contemporary Italian children’s literature. Literature is, in fact, one of the mass media that, by offering 
representations, also serves as an educational and normative tool within the developmental processes 
of young children, facilitating or hindering the affirmation of diverse subjectivities and playing an 
important role in identity construction (Barsotti, 2023; Forni, 2022). In recent decades, representations 
of femininity have multiplied, both by challenging the attributes traditionally assigned to the feminine 
and by making space for queer and fluid identities (Fierli et al., 2016; 2020; 2022). 
 
This paper presents case studies (picture books and graphic novels) that give space to new expressions 
and gender identities: queer identities that in some cases clash with aggression from the outside world, 
while in others find space to express themselves and explore various ways of being in the world—a 
“queertopia” (Sciurba, Bell, 2020) where such violence is absent. The analysis focuses not only on the 
main characters of the books under examination but also on the context surrounding them, the analysis 
of secondary characters, and the relationships depicted (peer relationships, interactions with adults, 
and educational settings). 
 
From this perspective, contemporary children’s literature emerges as a symbolic space capable of 
reproducing violence and aggression, yet in other cases also of liberation, capable of imagining and 
making visible subjectivities and new relational postures. 
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Revictimized femininities and racialized masculinities: a comparison of three gang rape cases  
 
Lucia Pelle, University of Tuscia, lucia.pelle@unitus.it  
 
Keywords: Gender-based violence; gang rape; press; femininity and masculinity; intersectionality  
 
Male violence against women is one of the most evident manifestations of power asymmetries between 
genders, a human rights violation that unfolds along numerous axes of oppression, such as gender, 
racialization, and class. Within this framework, gang rape emerges as a form of violence exacerbated by 
numerical dominance, where the female body becomes the focal point of an identity validation that 
serves to strengthen male homosocial bonds. This phenomenon thus constitutes a privileged vantage 
point that remains partially unexplored in the literature.  
 
The press plays a crucial role in conveying cultural models and interpretive frames that may or may not 
recognize gender-based violence as a structural phenomenon. In the journalistic representation of such 
violence, the positioning of the subjectivities involved strongly influences the various configurations of 
masculinity and femininity that are mobilized. Journalistic narratives contribute to "doing" gender 
through their representations of femininity and masculinity, and the relationship between masculinity 
and deviance.  
 
The proposed study analyzes the press representations of victims and perpetrators in three cases of 
gang rape: the Palermo case, in which six Italian men assaulted a young Italian woman; the Catania 
case, where the offenders were seven Egyptian migrant youths and the victim was a thirteen-year-old 
Italian girl; and the Chianciano case, perpetrated by two athletes from the Italian national fencing team 
against an Uzbek colleague. The selection of these three cases reflects their media relevance and the 
opportunity to conduct a comparison through an intersectional lens, analyzing how the representation 
of different positionalities influences the reproduction of revictimizing narratives.  
 
This work is situated within the activities of the STEP Research and Information Observatory, based on 
a qualitative analysis (human content analysis) of 125 articles published by 21 Italian newspapers in 
2024. The study investigates two main dimensions: the representation of the femininity and masculinity 
of victims and offenders, and the presence of rhetoric involving secondary victimization or the 
exoneration of male responsibility, particularly when connected to the positioning of the subjectivities 
involved.  
 
The results show that the press systematically reproduces exonerating rhetorics, often centered on the 
alleged consent of the victims. While the representation of femininities fluctuates between 
helplessness and agency, that of the aggressors mirrors models of hegemonic masculinity aimed at 
naturalizing violent conduct, for instance through the use of the term “branco” (pack). Finally, the 
intersectional analysis reveals how the Catania case occasionally falls into the femonationalist 
stereotype of the “migrant rapist”, whereas in the Chianciano case, the perpetrators’ social status often 
serves as a symbolic shield intended to obscure the gravity of the violence.  
 
This contribution joins the debate on media representations of gender-based violence, filling a gap 
regarding the analysis of gang rape as a form of violence with a specific symbolic value. The analysis of 
the representations of victims and aggressors highlights the need for an intersectional approach to 
reveal the mechanisms through which the press obscures the structural dimension of male violence 
while simultaneously reproducing sexist, racist, and classist hierarchies. 
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Performance 
 
The Aquarium: The Aesthetics of Paralysis. 
 
Zoe Cocco, zoecocco86@gmail.com 
 
This artwork analyzes how visual representation can be the narrative voice for modern LGBTQ+ people 
when they feel stuck or overwhelmed because identity labels and questions about identity play such a 
large role in how they understand themselves. The work intertwines anthropology and visual arts, and 
questions the boundaries between intimacy and being watched, between the sacred and the profane. 
 
The composition, characterized by a curved structure similar to a deformed hourglass, acts as a display 
case that, while isolating the subjects, exposes them to the judging and objectifying gaze of the "Other." 
The headboard of the bed looms like a barrier between the exterior and the interior, creating a further 
boundary. Within this claustrophobic space, a scene of "self-care" plays out, reduced to a mere 
consumer item. The loss of agency is symbolized by atrophied wings and a tangle of threads in the 
figure's hands that transforms connection into a prison. The beam of a torch, instead of guiding, 
illuminates the void, suggesting a sterile, intellectual exercise. Moreover, the figure turns its back to the 
light, and its hollow, fixed eyes, untended beard, and soiled hair add to this sense of withdrawal. 

Regarding the technique, the use of pastel and 
watercolour highlights the material contrast between the 
fragility of the subject’s skin and the hardness of the 
surrounding objects. The bird's-eye shot crushes the 
figure, depriving it of escape routes and making the 
tension palpable. The tension portrays a person 
constrained within a space which is saturated with 
contradictory symbols: from the moral warning of the 
cross to the body being valued as a commodity, evoked by 
fetishist furnishings such as the small table in the shape 
of buttocks with pants. 
 
In relation to the Conference, this artwork aims to present 
violence as a social device, manifesting itself both in 
religious dogma and in the aesthetics of consumerism. 
"The Aquarium" thus becomes a metaphor for the crisis of 
social reproduction. Time and space are colonized by 
external stimuli that offer no comfort (the clock, 
newspapers, shoes of questionable taste) but instead fuel 
a sense of isolation in which LGBTQ+ people are forced to 
negotiate their existence between social judgment and a 
search for meaning that appears unreachable. 

The Aquarium 
 
The Artist: Zoe Cocco 
She is an anthropologist and high school literature teacher who often fuses theatre, music, dance, and 
visual arts. She has a diploma in dance (AID&A) and trained at the International Academy of Theatre 
(formerly Circo a Vapore) and has been leading workshops for young people for twenty years. As an 
illustrator, she explores the world of emotions and the wonder of childhood and adolescence through 
small formats and mixed media, with recent exhibitions in Rome ("Piccolo" in 2023 and "In dispersal" in 
2024). She is currently a playwright (overseeing the staging of her own texts) and an illustrator of 
children's stories. She collaborates with the magazine Astérisque as the voice of the eponymous 
podcast for Castelvecchi Editore.  
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Session 12 - Reflective perspectives and narratives of intersectionalities 
 
 
Plural Femininities: Fatima Mernissi's Intersectionality as a Key to a Gender Paradigm  
 
Katiuscia Carnà, Roma Tre University, University eCampus, katiusciacarna@gmail.com 
 
Keywords: intersectionality, femininity, gender, colonialism, Islam  
 
This paper aims to explore the intellectual trajectory of Fatima Mernissi as a pioneer of intersectionality 
theory, analyzing how her work systematically deconstructed essentialist visions of female subjectivity. 
Through a genealogical and comparative methodology, the research examines Mernissi's critique of 
patriarchal power mechanisms in the Islamic context, highlighting the complex interplay between 
gender dynamics, religious precepts, and colonial legacies.  
 
Methodologically, the study adopts a critical textual analysis approach of the author's key works, 
intersecting them with contemporary Gender Studies. A philosophical comparison with Martha 
Nussbaum's "Capabilities Approach" will also be conducted: while both scholars converge on the need 
to guarantee universal women's agency, substantial divergences emerge in handling cultural 
specificities. While Nussbaum proposes a list of universal capabilities based on a neo-Aristotelian 
foundation, Mernissi operates a situated critique, claiming the right to identity plurality through an 
endogenous reinterpretation of sacred texts and social structures.  
 
The analysis will show how Mernissi's conception of "femininity" — understood as a historically 
contingent and spatially negotiated category — anticipates current reflections on the performativity of 
gender and identity politics. In conclusion, the paper aims to validate Mernissi's intersectionality as an 
essential critical tool for consolidated sociological categories, offering a paradigm capable of mediating 
between the universalism of human rights (dear to Nussbaum) and the demands for decolonization of 
feminist knowledge.  
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From Femininity to Femininities in the Transnational Space: Violence as a Social Device  
 
Carola Continenza, Roma Tre University, carola.continenza@uniroma3.it  
 
Keywords: transnationalism; plural femininities; intersectionality; multilocal agency; dispositifs of 
violence  
 
This paper contributes to the debate on contemporary femininities by examining the transnational 
space as a key arena for the production and renegotiation of gendered subjectivities (Ambrosini, 2008; 
Boccagni, 2009; De Luca, 2018). By treating violence as an ordinary and pervasive social mechanism, 
the analysis moves away from a view of violence as an isolated event or emergency-oriented conception 
of violence, interpreting it instead as the organising principle of the processes through which 
femininities take shape, are legitimised or disregarded in contexts of mobility.  
 
From this perspective, a critique of methodological nationalism (Glick Schiller, 2005) allows us to 
reconceive the transnational space as a stratified social field, traversed by power relations that 
differentially affect possibilities for action, mobility, and recognition. Transnational practices are 
therefore considered as situated and selective outcomes, shaped by the interplay of normative 
frameworks, citizenship regimes, segregated labour markets, and hierarchical symbolic frameworks, 
rather than as spontaneous or universally accessible manifestations of agency.  
 
Violence is analysed in its material, symbolic, and institutional forms: from legal precarisation to 
administrative disciplining, from the devaluation of feminised labour to the normalisation of uncertainty 
and waiting, right through to the normative pressures that define which transnational practices are 
legitimate, desirable, or invisible. Such configurations have direct effects on processes of gendered 
subjectivation, helping to shape differentiated femininities, often bound to specific roles and limited 
spheres of action, yet simultaneously traversed by margins of negotiation and repositioning.  
 
Within this framework, this paper introduces the concept of “plurilocal agency” as an interpretative key 
to understanding how female subjectivities operate within stratified transnational spaces. Agency is 
understood here in a relational and processual sense, as a situated capacity emerging from the 
interdependence between subjectivities, social networks, and institutional mechanisms, rather than as 
an individual attribute or universally available resource. It thus takes the form of an ambivalent 
dimension, continually negotiated within fields of force marked by power asymmetries. Adopting an 
intersectional perspective (Crenshaw, 2017; Davis, 2018; Hill Collins, 2022), this contribution 
demonstrates how the violence-dispositive operates in a non-uniform manner, intertwining with gender, 
class, legal status, cultural and social capital, ethnicity, and geopolitical location (cf. Hall, 2024). 
Transnational femininities thus emerge as ambivalent configurations, produced within fields of force 
that combine structural constraints and possibilities for agency, without the latter being taken for 
granted or universalised (Colella, 2025).  
 
By engaging with the debate on plural femininities, this contribution aims to offer a critical framework 
that allows us to conceive of the transnational not as a neutral space of connections and mobility, but 
as a sphere traversed by ordinary forms of violence that structure social relations and gender 
trajectories. In this sense, the analysis of violence as a transversal social mechanism serves as a 
theoretical tool for understanding contemporary transformations of femininities beyond a merely 
descriptive or celebratory reading of transnational practices. 
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Women who help women. How do public campaigns portray female bystanders to male violence 
against women? 
 
Gabriella Polizzi, University of  Enna “Kore”, gabriella.polizzi@unikore.it 
 
Keywords: male violence against women, engaging bystander approach, female bystanders, media 
portrayals, public communication campaigns. 
 
In recent years, a growing number of national governments have adopted a community-based approach 
to address male violence against women. The World Health Organization (2002) advocates for an 
approach that considers violence against women not as an individual issue to be resolved by the victim 
alone, but as a societal problem necessitating the engagement of multiple stakeholders, both individual 
and collective, within the woman’s community. 
 
Bystanders are among the individual actors tasked with contributing to the implementation of public 
policies aimed at preventing violence against women. The notion that bystanders can significantly 
contribute to the mitigation of violence against women underpins a more targeted strategy, 
internationally recognised as the engaging bystander approach (Banyard et al., 2007; Fenton & Mott, 
2017; McMahon & Banyard, 2012; McMahon et al., 2011). A prerequisite for engaging bystanders is that 
individuals witnessing acts of violence must recognise them as “deviant” behaviours, thus 
“unacceptable”, and must also perceive themselves as co-responsible for implementing potential 
countermeasures. 
 
Recognition and self-perception are distinct cognitive processes that—within the overarching decision-
making process prompting a bystander to intervene in a violent scenario (Latané & Darley, 1970)—can 
be enhanced through public communication campaigns designed to elevate bystanders’ awareness of 
the prevalence of violence against women and its various manifestations, while also encouraging a 
community response to such violence. The engaging bystander approach thus emphasises the strategic 
significance of public communication campaigns aimed at bystanders, both current and potential, 
wherein women can play a pivotal role as “allies” to other women who are victims of abuse.  
 
Building upon this theoretical framework, the proposed contribution delineates the objectives, 
methodology, and main findings of a study focused on identifying the strategies employed to portray 
“female bystanders” within anti-violence communication campaigns initiated by national governments 
in both European and non-European countries. A textual analysis was performed on public 
communication campaigns against male violence on women launched by the national governments of 
Argentina, Australia, Canada, France, Great Britain, Italy, Spain, and the United States of America over 
the past 15 years (Polizzi 2024, 2025).  
 
The research findings elucidate the representation of female bystanders to male violence against other 
women, emphasizing, through a comparative lens across the analysed countries, the individual and 
community actions that public communication campaigns advocate for female bystanders to 
undertake in order to mitigate the violence experienced by other women. 
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Situating local journalism: a gender-based view of the production process, roles, and editorial 
offices 
 
Francesca Tampone, University of Turin, francesca.tampone@unito.it) 
 
Keywords: local journalism, gender; belonging; participant observation; content analysis 
 
This research aims to explore the roles and dynamics that underpin journalistic work from a gender 
perspective in the geographical context of northwestern Italy. The research question addressed 
concerned the role that contemporary local journalism can play in relation to gender issues, given its 
particular proximity to the communities it reports on. Numerous studies that have examined journalism 
from a gender perspective have highlighted significant inequalities in terms of access and opportunities, 
discrimination in coverage, language, and the perpetuation of stereotypes both within newsrooms and 
in the news. This exploratory research sought to extend and integrate the results of previous studies, 
focusing on the news production process and daily work dynamics in local newsrooms. 
 
This research sought to investigate how proximity influences the role of journalists in covering gender 
issues, how the gender composition of newsrooms affects the production of content related to these 
issues, and how digital transformation is changing the practices and routines of local newsrooms in 
relation to the coverage of these issues. To answer these questions, the research adopted a mixed 
methods approach. Participant observation in two local newsrooms was combined with content 
analysis of news items published around November 2023 and March 2024, significant months for 
gender issues. This methodology allowed for a comprehensive examination of local information 
throughout its life cycle, from its origins ‒ including the processes of discussion, selection, and drafting 
‒ to the final outcome, the news itself, as the product of the production process. 
 
The proposed theoretical framework, which “situates” local journalism, allows an understanding of 
how, within the institutional logic that unfolds between the different spatial dimensions of belonging 
and the structural constraints of the context, local journalism navigates contemporary change and 
constructs its own future trajectories. At the same time, it also provides an analytical lens for examining 
the role played by local journalism within communities in relation to gender issues. In this framework, 
the sense of belonging not only explains how local journalism takes root in its own places amid change 
and resistance; precisely in this act of situating, it also lays the foundations for understanding the social 
role of local journalism, particularly in this study, in relation to gender issues. Analyzing newsrooms 
through a gender lens has meant extending the investigation into the situated nature of local journalism, 
showing how organizational dynamics, forms of proximity, and role configurations are also shaped by 
gender grammars that influence the very ways in which local journalism conceives, positions, and 
reproduces itself as a social institution. 
 
The analysis demonstrates that gender functions as a relational matrix, capable of revealing the ways in 
which actors, practices, and values interconnect in the production of journalism. The convergence that 
emerges between different gender positions ‒ although rooted in distinct organizational and cultural 
contexts ‒ confirms the situated, gender-connoted nature of journalism. 
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Non-violent Practices  
 
Antonella Nappi, University of Milan, antonella.nappi@unimi.it 
  
Keywords: partiality, lived experience, value, nature, cooperation  
 
A violent, despotic nature is the product of the politics of dominance that we are all at risk of 
internalizing. One cannot ignore the differences in experience that each individual presents when 
forming their own interpretations of world events, nor the difficulties they face in calling those 
interpretations into question. What is needed is education on how to communicate between subjects.  
 
Education for non-violent practices is based on respecting the other, outside yourself. The authority you 
attribute to the other forces you to limit your own, and respect for that person’s integrity shows you the 
value of your own, as a personal fact. Both are partial perspectives that exist among others. Is everything 
interpretation? We compare the lived experiences from which interpretations arise, so as not to produce 
violent theories. In this research, we limit our theorizing to a consideration of the experiences which the 
subjects describe, reflecting on those experiences with them. This includes declaring our own 
experiences, with the same capacity for self-reflection.  
 
Engaging in politics with others, and not on others, is still very difficult for women too, given the 
considerable interiorization of authoritarian practice. Let’s not use others as a force for pressure or 
authoritativeness for our own ends; instead, let us empower them to advocate for themselves and 
reason out agreements with us, and let us display sincerity and fallibility among them. We do not come 
from nothing; attributing value to the nature of the body and the environment, to matter and its 
combinations, its equilibriums, can reassure us; we are not alone, and the rules of power are not the 
sole form of socialization available to us. There is a need and potential for communication practices 
that enable us to become ourselves by reflecting on our own bodily and relational experiences, the 
feelings they produce, and the similarities and differences in personal experiences. Science, too, 
continues to contribute to the living world; I am referring to research into environmental and relational 
trauma.  
 
Violence in all its forms acts upon the body and on the emotions; the latter act upon and influence the 
organs and the thoughts. The chemistry of bodies and the environment, physics, and the actions of living 
things are all movements which alter bodies and thoughts. Similarly, collaborative actions can heal 
bodies and thoughts.  
 
The “intra-male” culture, which obeys the man in power, needs to be replaced by a culture of “intra-
female” communication, to enable women to stimulate communication with and among men, but 
above all, become an operative force for political change. Self-empowerment as a communication 
practice, including engaging with personal and group psychotherapy, is based on reflecting on 
experience; such practices can become a non-violent way of facilitating cooperation.  
 
Note: This paper presents my summary of the daily political work done over the years with the 
associations that meet at the Women’s Bookshop of Milan; with the working groups of the Casa della 
Donne, Milan; at the national and international conferences of the Donna e Scienza Association, and at 
those held by Disarmisti Esigenti, part of the ICAN (International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons) network. 
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Performance 
 
Resilient Voices in Sacred Music: Elisabeth Cruciger, Ursula Caporali and the Resistance Revival 
Chorus 
 
Maria Teresa Pizzulli, Conservatorio “Giuseppe Verdi” of Turin, 
maria.teresa.pizzulli@conservatoriotorino.eu 
 
Keywords: sacred performance, women composers, religious resistance, global Christianity, feminist 
spirituality 
 
This study explores female sacred music from the Protestant Reformation to the present day, 
interpreting it as a form of transformative resistance against theological, artistic and social hierarchies. 
By analysing historical figures such as Elisabeth Cruciger, gospel and modern artists such as Ursula 
Caporali and the Resistance Revival Chorus, the research highlights how women's sacred performance 
allows for the development of innovative ritual languages that contribute to the creation of counter-
narratives and spiritual empowerment. 
 
 
A brief biography of the author 
Maria Teresa Pizzulli, pianist, composer and lecturer at the “G. Verdi” Conservatory in Turin, holds a 
degree in “Biblical and Theological Sciences” (specialising in Practical Theology) from the Waldensian 
Faculty. She has published “Compositrici tra vita, arte e spiritualità. Rediscovered Sacred Music”, 
accompanied by the CD “Compositrici: Musica sacra ritrovata”, published by Magister. A proponent of 
Pedagogical Activism and Brief Didactics, she has written and published the book “Il Solfeggio…Un 
gioco da Ragazzi!” (Solfeggio…A Child’s Play!), published by Sinfonica. Founder of Officine d’Arte APS 
and a member of the Board of the Baptist Music Ministry, she performs in concerts and conducts 
research in both the musical and theological fields. She is a member of the CeSAP Executive Committee 
and the author of essays such as: “Music and the Shoah” in the multidisciplinary book “Perspectives on 
the Shoah” edited by Simone Fappanni for the “Flumen Artis71 project”, “Spiritual Abuse: from 
Jonestown to the Shakaola Massacre” vol.79:4 – 2024 Protestantesimo, Journal of the Waldensian 
Faculty of Theology; and the essay “Faith, Religious Beliefs and Spiritual Abuse” in the CeSAP booklet 
“The Abuses of Manipulation”, published by CSA. She has recorded the CD “Women composers from 
700 to the present day” (Sinfonica edition) with violinist Carmela Pizzulli, and the CD “Brahms’ Circle” 
in piano duo with Simona Coco, published by Da Vinci. A winner of piano and composition prizes, she 
performs as a soloist and in ensembles to great public acclaim. 
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